
 

222 East Harris Street, Savannah, Georgia 31401 - Located at Abercorn and East Harris Streets 

Most Reverend Gregory J. Hartmayer OFM Conv.— Bishop of Savannah 

Most Reverend J. Kevin Boland — Bishop Emeritus 

Hours: Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm ۰Phone: (912)233-4709 Fax: (912)233-8229 ۰ E-mail: csjbsav@aol.com 

Cathedral Website: www.savannahcathedral.org ۰  Diocesan Website: www.diosav.org  ۰ USCCB: www.usccb.org 

Saturday: 12 Noon & 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & 11:30 a.m. 

Latin Mass 1:00 p.m. 

Weekdays: Mon thru Fri: 7:30 am & 12 Noon 

Holy Days: 7:30 am, 12 Noon, 6:00 pm 

Nursery: 10:00am Masses on Sundays. 

 
 

 

Baptisms 

Arrangements should be made in advance. 

Confessions 

Saturday:11:00 am to 11:45 am & 4:15 pm to 5:00 pm 

Also by request at other times. 

Weddings 

Arrangements should be made at least four months in 

advance. Participation in a marriage preparation 

program is required. Please call parish office for more 

information. 

Anointing of the Sick 

Children’s Religious Ed  Sunday 8:45 am to 9:50 am 

R. C. I. A. Tuesday 7:00 pm to 8:00pm 

 

 

 
 

Rector - Very Rev. J. Gerard Schreck, JCD 

In Residence - Msgr. William O’Neill, Rector Emeritus 

In Residence - Very Rev. Daniel F. Firmin, JCL, VG 

In Residence - Rev. Pablo Migone 

Permanent Deacon - Rev. Dr.. Dewain E. Smith, Ph.D. 

Pastoral Assistant - Br. Robert Sokolowski, S.M. 

Director of Religious Education - Mrs. Janee Przybyl 

Bookkeeper/Admin. Assistant - Ms. Jan Cunningham 

Office Assistant - Mrs. Brenda Price 

Music Director - Mr. McDowell Fogle www.sjbmusic.org 

Asst. Organist- Ms. Heidi Ordaz 

Cantors - Kerry Auer and Jillian Pashke 

Maintenance - Mr. Jimmy Joseph Sheehan III 

Housekeeper/Food Services- Ms. Alma Young 

Docents - Mrs. Peggy Baker, Mrs. Gloria Keane 

Parish Staff 

Mass Schedule 

Sacraments 

Faith Formation 

Cathedral of St. John the Baptist 

Photo by Mary Clark Rechtiene 
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 Rector’s Corner 
Brother Robert Sokolowski 

 

Twenty seven years ago, Bishop Raymond W. Lessard asked Brother Robert Sokolowski to move to Sa-

vannah and become the Master of Ceremonies at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist.  Over the course of 

these twenty-seven years, Brother Robert has directed the Cathedral Liturgies, weddings, ordinations, fu-

nerals, and baptisms.  He has also taken care of the Cathedral Sacristy, the Cathedral decorations and flow-

ers, and the Christmas Crèche.  Brother Robert has also served as the Cathedral Pastoral Assistant, visiting 

the sick and bringing Holy Communion.  He has been very instrumental in making the Cathedral of St. 

John the Baptist the beautiful Church and Parish that it is. 
 

In May of 2015, Brother Robert will be officially retiring from his many jobs here at the Cathedral.  After 

consultation with the Provincial of the Marist Community, Brother Robert has decided that it is time to re-

tire.  His health is a major factor in this decision.  I believe that Robert would continue to work at the Ca-

thedral until he was a hundred years old if his health would cooperate, so much does he love what he does.  

In May, we will have a suitable occasion to say “Thank you” to Brother Robert.  He hopes to be able to 

remain in Savannah in retirement and continue to visit and assist us at the Cathedral.   

Here are a few words from our great friend, Brother Robert: 
 

After twenty seven years, it is time to pass the torch!  Although it is difficult to say goodbye to yesterday, 

it is the proper thing to do.  As for the future, it is in the hands of God!  I’ve always believed the Cathe-

dral could be the spiritual and cultural center of the South.  I leave seeing this dream become realized by 

the many visitors who flock to this church every year!     Brother Robert Sokolowski 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Rev. J. Gerard Schreck 

Rector 

Adult Faith Enrichment 
Scripture Study Program:  GETTING TO KNOW JESUS 

Have you made your Spiritual Resolution for 2015?  If not, consider joining the new Scripture Study   Pro-

gram to commence in February.  Six weeks with the Bible, A Guided Tour for Busy People in Search of 

Wisdom. In the book of Mark, Jesus eagerly proclaims the Good News:  the Kingdom of God has come.  

What does that mean for those of us who follow Jesus?  Our six week program of group discussion sessions 

will help us examine the important themes in this earliest gospel, and learn about Scripture in order to deep-

en our relationship with God. 

We will use, as a Discovery Guide, MARK:  Getting to Know Jesus which: 

 Focuses on the Gospel of Mark 

 Explains Scripture and suggests how it applies to everyday life 

 Is faithful to Church teaching and is guided by the best biblical scholarship 

 Presents the insights of Church Fathers and later Saints 

Includes thought provoking questions for group discussion and personal reflection.  Please consider joining 

a Scripture Session by letting Norene C. Buckstine know of your interest and availability no later than 

JANUARY 31st.  Norene can be reached by email: ncb-5@att.net or via phone at 912-450-3262.  Please 

indicate your preference of either an AM, PM or Evening program. 

mailto:ncb-5@att.net
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Mass Intentions for the week  
of  January 18, 2015 

 

 

 

SUNDAY  

 

 

 
MONDAY  

 

 
TUESDAY 

 
 

 
 

WEDNESDAY 

 

 
THURSDAY 

 
 

 

 

FRIDAY 

 

 
SATURDAY 

 

Pro Populo 

Sylvia Defuria-Dudley 

Dr. Edward J. Whelan, Jr. (MM) 

Leon Garcia 

Jeanne Jenkins Bandy 

May Loncon 

 

Denise McGuire 

Richard Rubio 

 

Maryanne Walker 

Charles Van Wickel 

 

Loreta Forbes Felix 

Eleanor Reese (MM) 

 

Eugene Ricchetti 

Michael Schulz 

 

Lillian Dowdy 

Intentions of Jack Reese 

  Please Pray for:   Sheila and Jaime Baldwin, Gary 

Bowers, Erica Brown, Michael Cavanagh, Kyley 

Cornwell,  Amanda Mizelle Fanning, Rita Forbes 

Felix, Linda Grotke, Pat Gullikson, Chip Hartwell,  

Frank Hester, Margaret Hunter,  Patricia Gignilliat, 

Kristal Justice, Catherine Kostilnik,  Denise 

LeMay, Margaret Meagher, Gayle McGhee, Kathy 

Moore, Tameka Neal,  Jenna Nobles,  Maureen 

O’Connor,  Carolina Parson, Peter Robaulo, Tony 

Roby, Kenny Rudd, Chris Salien, and Stephen 

CRE Schedule 
 

Jan  18   NO CLASS - Teacher’s Meeting 

 

Jan  25   CLASS 

Today we begin a stretch 
of Ordinary Time Sundays 
that will last about five 
weeks.  We start with 

John’s account of the call 
of the disciples.  Having 
just celebrated a season 

marking the coming of the 
Lord, we now begin to see 
the adult Jesus at work.  
Having recalled our own 
baptism at last week’s 
commemoration of the 

Baptism of the Lord, today 
would be a good day to re-
flect on how we too have 
been called by the Lord in 

our baptism. 

Flowers for the Blessed 
Mother Altar in Honor of 
Roger and Rita Haneline’s 

Wedding Anniversary 
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New Year's Resolution:  Join the Choir! 

The Cathedral Choir, which serves as the main litur-

gical choir for the Cathedral and Diocesan liturgies, is 

a great way to get involved in the life of the Cathe-

dral. During the next four weeks, our choir invites 

you to come and sing with us at our Wednesday re-

hearsal; no commitment necessary. Our weekly re-

hearsals are held from 6:00 PM. to 8:00 PM. We sing 

at the 10:00 AM. Mass September through May. 

Once a month we have a "Choir's Night Out" social at 

a neighboring restaurant. On another night, we have a 

sandwich-making fellowship that supports the lunch 

program at the Social Apostolate (a local resource 

center for the homeless). For more information or to 

sign up, contact McDowell Fogle, Director of Music, 

at sjbmusic@hotmail.com Information cards are also 

available at the back of church.  
 

Respect Life Ministry 
January is Respect Life Month.  Join Fr. Joseph Smith 

on a train ride to Washington, D.C. to attend the an-

nual March for Life down Constitution Avenue to the 

Supreme Court.  Contact St. Anne's Church in Rich-

mond Hill for more information.  For those who can-

not attend, please watch complete coverage on 

EWTN and pray for those from our Deanery who will 

attend.  Pray for an end to infanticide, euthanasia and 

for the victims of abortion.  On the anniversary of 

Roe v. Wade, Thursday, January 22nd at 6:30pm, we 

will offer a Pro Life Holy Hour including the Rosary, 

Benediction and Exposition, at St. Frances Cabrini 

Catholic Church.  We remember this decision which 

led to legalized abortion without limit in this country. 

Prayer volunteers are always welcome at Savannah 

Medical Clinic on Wed. and Fri. from 10:30-11:30 

and Thursdays from 9:30-Noon.  Contact Gretchen 

Reese at 912-658-3848 for more information.  
 

2015 Cathedral Christmas Ornament  
The 2015 Cathedral ornament, ninth in the series, is 

now available at the reception desk 

in the rear of the church, the recto-

ry or savannahcathedral.org.  It 

features the lancet window of St. 

Anthony of Padua. A limited num-

ber of previous ornaments are also 

still available. We ask for a $20 

donation for all ornaments. 

Cathedral Book Club 
The Cathedral book club will start their new book, 

Brideshead Revisited, on Thursday January 15th 

from 10-11:30 AM in the Parish Hall. The group will 

meet for six weeks and will be lead by Melanie 

Brooks. Brideshead Revisited, The Sacred & Profane 

Memories of Captain Charles Ryder is a novel by 

English writer Evelyn Waugh, first published in 

1945. Waugh wrote that the novel "deals with what 

is theologically termed 'the operation of Grace', that 

is to say, the unmerited and unilateral act of love by 

which God continually calls souls to Himself". This 

is achieved by an examination of the Roman Catho-

lic, aristocratic Marchmain family, as seen by the 

narrator, Charles Ryder. Newsweek Magazine, Time 

Magazine and the Modern Library all have it listed 

as one of the top 100 best English language novels of 

the 20th century. If you would like to join us, or have 

questions, please email Moira Novack at threen-

ovacks@gmail.com. 

 

 
 
 
 

Primal Patristics 
We will study the Church Fathers of the early centu-

ries, the great spiritual patriarchs who in enormous 

part formed the Church, Scripture, and Christian or-

thodoxy. This is an informal study group, not an in-

struction or worship group, and all types of Chris-

tians and non-Christians are welcome. You may 

come to as many or as few meetings as you like.  We 

will learn from the Church Fathers with an eye to-

ward the roots of the early Church and also with one 

toward the basic primal spiritual drives, so often 

frustrated by the postmodern secular age, that must 

be satisfied in every human person such as the quest 

for meaning, the desire for heroism, the need for 

masculinity or femininity, and the attempt at love. 

Please call Joseph D’Agostino at (703) 232-0565 if 

for more information.  We plan to hold eight ses-

sions. Next reading is of Pope St. Leo the Great, Ser-

mon 27. Our next meeting will be in the Cathedral 

Parish Hall on Saturday, January 17th at 6:30 PM.   

mailto:sjbmusic@gmail.com
http://savannahcathedral.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evelyn_Waugh
mailto:threenovacks@gmail.com
mailto:threenovacks@gmail.com
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NEW PARISHIONERS NEW PARISHIONERS NEW PARISHIONERS    

& ADDRESS CHANGES& ADDRESS CHANGES& ADDRESS CHANGES   
   

Those wishing to become a parishioner of the 

Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, should complete 

the following and drop it in the offertory 

collection basket. A census form will be mailed to 

you. Thank you. 
 

   New Parishioner                                             Change of Address  
 

Name  _________________________________________                                                                                                         
 

Address   _______________________________       
 

________________________________________ 
                                                                

Telephone Number  ______________________________ 

 

Email Address  __________________________________  

 

Mail to:  222 E. Harris St., Savannah, GA 31401. 

You may place form in collection basket. 

 

 

CATHEDRAL PARISH OFFERTORY 

Offertory January 11, 2015:  $19,333.75 

 Offertory January 12, 2014: $14,918.06 

 

 
 

 VISITOR’S DEPOSITORY BOX 

 Week Prior to January 11, 2015:  $1,983.00 

 Week Prior to January 12, 2014:  $   662.50 
 

 

 

 

2014 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 

               Parish Target                   $  86,411 

   Parish Pledges      $ 134,171 

               Collected                     $ 130,206 
 

 

      

WEEKLY REMINDERS 
 

  Please turn off cell phones/pagers during Mass.    
  Notify the rectory of hospitalized parishioners & 
their Room Number at 233-4709.  
  Abuse Hotline Number 1-888-357-5330.  
Copies of the policy on sexual abuse of minors are  

available on the tables at  the rear of the Cathedral.  
  Please consider use of the Sunday nursery for 
children under four years old.    
  Please send Mass Intention requests to the rec-
tory office in writing with donation enclosed. 
Please do not call them in over the phone.   

ACTIVE PARISHIONER STATUS 
We receive many requests for parishioners to qual-

ify for weddings here, or to be godparents or spon-

sors for the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirma-

tion, and to rightfully enjoy the number of services 

offered at the Cathedral.  Part of that request is to 

call 912-233-4709 be able to verify that a person is 

an “active member” of the Cathedral Parish.  Be-

cause of the nature of our congregation, having so 

many visitors, it is difficult to know everyone.   

An “active member’ of this Parish is one who:  

 Is properly registered and on the parish rolls. 

 Faithfully attends Mass on Sundays and Holy 

Days 

 Participates in parish activities when possible 

 Uses the parish envelope system 

While assessments of an inquirer’s status will be 

made individually, the above are the main factors 

that will be considered in making that determina-

tion.   

PARTICIPATING CATHOLIC TUITION 

Cathedral parishioners who have children in Catho-

lic Schools and who wish to receive the parish par-

ticipating tuition rate must be endorsed by Fr. 

Schreck.  A participating parishioner is a parishion-

er who attends Mass on weekends and Holy Days of 

Obligation, participates in the activities of the par-

ish, contributes to the offertory collection in a rec-

ognizable way by using envelopes or checks as a 

means of verification of attendance. 

  

our Facebook Page “Cathedral of St. 

John the Baptist” to be updated on the 

different events going on at the parish! 

 

Jan Cunningham in the Cathedral rectory is a Nota-

ry.  Please call in advance to make arrangements if 

you are in need of a Notary for documents.  (No fee.)   


