
 

222 East Harris Street, Savannah, Georgia 31401 - Located at Abercorn and East Harris Streets 

Most Reverend Gregory J. Hartmayer OFM Conv.— Bishop of Savannah 

Most Reverend J. Kevin Boland — Bishop Emeritus 

Hours: Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm ۰Phone: (912)233-4709 Fax: (912)233-8229 ۰ E-mail: csjbsav@aol.com 

Cathedral Website: www.savannahcathedral.org ۰  Diocesan Website: www.diosav.org  ۰ USCCB: www.usccb.org 

Saturday: 12 Noon & 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & 11:30 a.m. 

Latin Mass 1:00 p.m. 

Weekdays: Mon thru Fri: 7:30 am & 12 Noon 

Holy Days: 7:30 am, 12 Noon, 6:00 pm 

Nursery: 10:00am Masses on Sundays. 

 
 

 

Baptisms 

Arrangements should be made in advance. 

Confessions 

Saturday:11:00 am to 11:45 am & 4:15 pm to 5:00 pm 

Also by request at other times. 

Weddings 

Arrangements should be made at least four months in 

advance. Participation in a marriage preparation 

program is required. Please call parish office for more 

information. 

Anointing of the Sick 

Children’s Religious Ed  Sunday 8:45 am to 9:50 am 

R. C. I. A. Tuesday 7:00 pm to 8:00pm 

 

 

 
 

Rector - Very Rev. J. Gerard Schreck, JCD 

In Residence - Msgr. William O’Neill, Rector Emeritus 

In Residence - Very Rev. Daniel F. Firmin, JCL, VG 

In Residence - Rev. Pablo Migone 

Permanent Deacon - Rev. Dr.. Dewain E. Smith, Ph.D. 

Pastoral Assistant - Br. Robert Sokolowski, S.M. 

Director of Religious Education - Mrs. Janee Przybyl 

Bookkeeper/Admin. Assistant - Ms. Jan Cunningham 

Office Assistant - Mrs. Brenda Price 

Music Director - Mr. McDowell Fogle www.sjbmusic.org 

Asst. Organist- Ms. Heidi Ordaz 

Cantors - Kerry Auer and Jillian Pashke 

Maintenance - Mr. Jimmy Joseph Sheehan III 

Housekeeper/Food Services- Ms. Alma Young 

Docents - Mrs. Peggy Baker, Mrs. Gloria Keane 

Parish Staff 

Mass Schedule 

Sacraments 

Faith Formation 

Cathedral of St. John the Baptist 

Photo by Mary Clark Rechtiene 
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 Rector’s Corner 
 

Brother Robert Sokolowski 
 

 For the past twenty-seven years, beginning in 1988, Brother Robert Sokolowski has served the Ca-

thedral of St. John the Baptist as Pastoral Assistant, Sacristan, Master of Ceremonies and Director of Art 

and Environment.  After consultation with his Marist Provincial, Brother Robert has decided that it is now 

time to retire from his work. It is not something that he is particularly happy about, but his health just won’t 

allow him to do what he has always done so well. On Sunday afternoon, at 4:30, in the Cathedral there will 

be a Concert in his honor, followed by a few presentations, and then a reception at the Knights of Colum-

bus, Council 631. This will be our opportunity to say “Thank You” and to wish him well in his retirement. 

 

 During his years at the Cathedral, Brother Robert has been responsible for so many beautiful things 

that today we simply take for granted. The beautiful flowers, the dignity and reverence of the Altar Servers, 

the Docents who give such wonderful tours each day, and of course the amazing Nativity Scene each 

Christmas, and much, much more. 

 

 Brother Robert has been a part of practically everything that has taken place at the Cathedral for the 

past 27 years. He has served three Bishops of Savannah, having been hired by Bishop Lessard, and he has 

worked closely with four Rectors of the Cathedral. In that time Brother Robert has conducted rehearsals and 

weddings for 1,116 couples; he has assisted with the Funerals of 634 of the faithful departed; and he has set 

up for 1,507 baptisms. He has been involved in all of the Ordinations to the Priesthood and the Diaconate at 

the Cathedral, as well as the Ordinations of two Bishops of Savannah. 

 

 He has given the better part of his life to the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, always trying to see it 

become “the Spiritual and Cultural Center of Catholicism in the Southeast,” as he was fond of saying. I am 

happy to say that the Marist Community will allow Brother Robert to stay in Savannah, and live in his 

house, as long as his health will allow. I have told him that he will always be welcome to come to the Rec-

tory to visit, and to be in the sanctuary for Mass at the Cathedral. On behalf of the Bishop, all the Priests, 

and the people of the Cathedral parish, I say, thank you Brother Robert!!! 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Rev. J. Gerard Schreck 

Rector 
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Mass Intentions for the week  
of  May 24, 2015 

 

 

 

SUNDAY  

 

 

 
MONDAY  

 

 
TUESDAY 

 
 

 
 

WEDNESDAY 

 

 
THURSDAY 

 
 

 

 

FRIDAY 

 

 
SATURDAY 

 

Pro Populo 

Marie Lyons Crider (Anni) 

Sr. Rose Mary Collins (Anni) 

David Fischer (Anni) 

Marie Lyons Crider (Anni) 

Sr. Rose Mary Collins (Anni) 

Fred & Josephine Doyle 

Margaret Aliffi 

Thomas and Rose Malone 

 

Paul Gray 

Mrs. Jack Mortell 

 

Francis Judd Cooke 

Stanley Dasch 

 

Margaret Aliffi 

Jerry Repetski 

 

Pat and Tom Casey 

Mary Conoly Friday (Anni) 

  Please Pray for:   Sheila and Jaime Baldwin, 

Elaine Batty, Gary Bowers, Erica Brown, Michael 

Cavanagh, Kyley Cornwell,  Chris Ellington, 

Amanda Mizelle Fanning, Linda Grotke, Pat Gul-

likson, Chip Hartwell, Molly Heckert, Frank Hes-

ter, Margaret Hunter, Patricia Gignilliat, Catherine 

Kostilnik, Denise LeMay, Margaret Meagher, 

Gayle McGhee, Dan Mobley,  Kathy Moore, 

Tameka Neal,  Maureen O’Connor,  Carolina Par-

son, Peter Robaulo, Tony Roby, Kenny Rudd, 

Chris Salien, Stephen Saunders, Judy Walker, Ron 

Weier, Bob Weitermann and Art Zimney. 

Flowers on Blessed Mother Altar 
in Honor of  

Br. Robert Sokolowski 

As we gather on this final 
Sunday of the Easter season, 

celebrating what has been 
called the “birthday of the 

church,” let us take the time 
to listen to the urgings of the 
Spirit, and to pray in grati-
tude for all that God has 

done and will yet do through 
this Church, God’s holy  

people.   

Prayer and Action  
A Mission Experience in our own 

Backyard 
This summer we are proud to announce that the Di-

ocese of Savannah will be hosting the Prayer and 

Action mission program.  This is an opportunity for 

a mission experience in our own backyard.  This 

mission will take place in the Savannah Deanery 

reaching out to various communities in the Savan-

nah area, providing for those most in need.  This is 

done by the laboring hands and the open hearts of 

high school students and their adult leaders.  Prayer 

and Action sessions last five days, with students 

arriving on Sunday evening and staying until Friday 

morning. This year's dates are June 14-19 and June 

21-26.  The registration fee for youth and adult par-

ticipants is $100.00, which covers the costs of food, 

materials, housing and programming.  Signups 

can be with a parish group or individually.  For 

more information, visit us at https://diosav.org/

oyyam-prayerandaction.  For questions, e-mail 

Leigh Ebberwein at ebberwein@aol.com.  

https://diosav.org/oyyam-prayerandaction
https://diosav.org/oyyam-prayerandaction
mailto:ebberwein@aol.com
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Collection for Earthquake relief  

in Nepal: 
Bishop Hartmayer has asked that every parish take up 

a second collection for relief for the people of Nepal 

who have suffered from the devastation of the major 

earthquake last month. At the Cathedral, this collec-

tion will be taken up next weekend, May 30-31, at all 

of our Masses. We thank you for your generosity. 

 
Father’s Day Flowers 

Now it’s time to honor our fathers – grandfathers – 

godfathers!  We will be selling flowers to honor these 

men and decorate the Cathedral for Father’s Day, 

June 21st.  For a $5.00 dona-

tion, a flower may be placed 

in honor or memory of any 

man who has had a positive 

impact on your life.  A table 

will be on the plaza after all 

masses the weekends of June 6-7 and June 13-14 for 

you to purchase flowers for these special men.  All 

honorees will be listed on an insert in the bulletin that 

weekend.  If you saw the church on Mother’s Day, 

you know this as a meaningful way to remember your 

father. 
 

 Diaconate Ordination 
Bishop Gregory J. Hartmayer will ordain seminarians 

Brian O'Shaughnessy and John Wright to the transi-

tional diaconate Saturday, May 30, 2015 from 10:00 

AM to 12:00 PM here at the Cathedral of St. John the 

Baptist.  All are invited to participate in this joyous 

event. 

 

On Memorial Day, the only Mass will be at 

10:00 AM at the Cathedral. 

Catholic Night at the Ballpark! 
Join your Catholic friends and neighbors at Grayson 

Stadium in Savannah as the Sand Gnats play host to 

the Asheville Tourists on May 26th.  Parishioners of 

the Diocese of Savannah, family and friends are in-

vited to join Bishop Gregory J. 

Hartmayer to watch tomorrow’s 

major league stars in a key mi-

nor-league AA context.  The 

Diocese of Savannah will be 

recognized at the game an Bish-

op Hartmayer will throw out the 

first pitch.  Tickets are $5 if you 

purchase them through the 

Church office.  All money will go to the Social 

Apostate.   

 
 

Wake Up to the Son! Summer Camps 
Call to Holiness  Girls Camp,  June 21 - June 24  

Vocatio Dei  Boys Camp,  June 24 - June 27 
 

Call to Holiness summer camp for girls and Vocatio 

Dei summer camp for boys provide a great oppor-

tunity to learn more about listening to God and seek-

ing His will in your daily life. They will help you 

answer the questions that burn deep within: What 

does God want from me? How do I grow closer to 

Jesus and not lose my freedom? How do I prepare 

myself now for the decisions I will make in the fu-

ture? These camps are packed with fun activities, 

inspiring talks and testimonies, Mass, Adoration, and 

a chance to interact daily with sisters, priests and 

seminarians. All rising 7th Grade - 12th Grade Teens 

are invited. Located at Georgia Primitive Baptist 

Youth Camp, 7159 Hillview Road, Collins, GA. For 

more information and to register online, visit 

www.diosav.org/vocations. 

St. Cecilia Society is an organization being formed by supporters of the growing music program at the Ca-

thedral.  As we get busier and more complicated, a group of volunteers is needed to help with the tasks that 

the program will have.  An example is ushering and assisting at the concert for Brother Robert on May 

24th.  Membership is free and open to parishioners of any age.  There are four different ways to join - fill out 

the form below and drop in the offering plate, leave the form at the church office, call the information to 

Melanie Brooks at 678-644-0912, or email the information to stceciliasociety@gmail.com.  All are wel-

come to participate.  

 
Name   _________________________      Email   ________________________       Phone   _____________________ 

https://diosav.org/vocations-seminarians-brianoshaughnessy
https://diosav.org/vocations-seminarians-johnwright
https://goo.gl/maps/9Qv2A
https://goo.gl/maps/9Qv2A
mailto:stceciliasociety@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fromancebandits.com%2Ftag%2Fbaseball%2F&ei=6QJSVYr4I4v2sAWQmICoBw&bvm=bv.92885102,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNFAoFUQRSipJOWjM2EArDQ5PsE1-A&ust=1431524451004
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NEW PARISHIONERS NEW PARISHIONERS NEW PARISHIONERS    

& ADDRESS CHANGES& ADDRESS CHANGES& ADDRESS CHANGES   
   

Those wishing to become a parishioner of the 

Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, should complete 

the following and drop it in the offertory 

collection basket. A census form will be mailed to 

you. Thank you. 
 

   New Parishioner                                             Change of Address  
 

Name  _________________________________________                                                                                                         
 

Address   _______________________________       
 

________________________________________ 
                                                                

Telephone Number  ______________________________ 

 

Email Address  __________________________________  

 

Mail to:  222 E. Harris St., Savannah, GA 31401. 

You may place form in collection basket. 

 

CATHEDRAL PARISH OFFERTORY 

Offertory May 17, 2015:  $21,577.50 

 Offertory May 18, 2014:  $17,422.38 
 

 VISITOR’S DEPOSITORY BOX 

 Week Prior to May 17, 2015: $5,046.00 

Week Prior to May 18, 2014:  $1,275.00 
 

 

2015 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 

              Parish Target                $  94,435 

   Parish Pledges      $   56,445 

              Collected                     $   78,242 
 

Natural Family Planning Class  
MARRIED and ENGAGED COUPLES: Would 

you like to gain a better understanding of yourself 

as man, woman, and couple? Learn about your gift 

of fertility and true love. Attend a Natural Family 

Planning class and realize your potential.  Class is 

held at St. Anne's in Richmond Hill, Holy Family 

Hall, from 7 PM - 9 PM on June 8.  Cost is $75, 

payable by check or exact cash.  For more infor-

mation, call Betsy Debry at 912-756-2949.  

PARTICIPATING CATHOLIC TUITION 

Cathedral parishioners who have children in Catho-

lic Schools and who wish to receive the parish par-

ticipating tuition rate must be endorsed by Fr. 

Schreck.  A participating parishioner is a parishion-

er who attends Mass on weekends and Holy Days of 

Obligation, participates in the activities of the par-

ish, contributes to the offertory collection in a rec-

ognizable way by using envelopes or checks as a 

means of verification of attendance. 

  

Grief Workshop: Walking the 
Pathway of Loss 

The Diocesan Office of Family Life and Island 

Hospice will present a free five week grief 

workshop at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 2170 E. 

Victory Drive, Savannah, GA 31404, starting 

Tuesday, May 26 and concluding on June 23.  The 

program will be held on Tuesday evenings from 

5:30 and to 7:30 PM. Dr. Owen Tucker, M.Ed., D. 

Min. and Stephanie May, MPS will be the 

presenters.  Grief attaches itself to all kinds of loss 

in varying degrees: the death of a loved one, 

miscarriages; divorce; the long good-bye of 

Alzheimer’s; empty nesters; and many more. 

While this series will focus primarily on loss by 

death, those experiencing other types of loss will 

also find it helpful. These seminars outline the 

patterns and processes of the grieving experience 

The five week program “Grief: Walking The 

Pathway of Loss”, will cover the following topics: 

Normal Grief Reactions, How People Grieve –

Men, Women, Children,  Specific Topics for 

Group Interests, Recovery is Possible, and Finding 

Meaning in Death.  Each session will begin with a 

presentation followed by group discussion.  All are 

welcome.  

 

For additional information and to register contact 

Maria G. Ramos-Hibbs at the Office of Family 

Life 912-201-4068 or mhibbs@diosav.org   

mailto:mhibbs@diosav.org

