
 

222 East Harris Street, Savannah, Georgia 31401 - Located at Abercorn and East Harris Streets 

Most Reverend Gregory J. Hartmayer OFM Conv.— Bishop of Savannah 

Most Reverend J. Kevin Boland — Bishop Emeritus 

Hours: Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm ۰Phone: (912)233-4709 Fax: (912)233-8229 ۰ E-mail: csjbsav@aol.com 

Cathedral Website: www.savannahcathedral.org ۰  Diocesan Website: www.diosav.org  ۰ USCCB: www.usccb.org 

Saturday: 12 Noon & 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & 11:30 a.m. 

Latin Mass 1:00 p.m. 

Weekdays: Mon thru Fri: 7:30 am & 12 Noon 

Holy Days: 7:30 am, 12 Noon, 6:00 pm 

Nursery: 10:00am Masses on Sundays. 

 
 

 

Baptisms 

Arrangements should be made in advance. 

Confessions 

Saturday:11:00 am to 11:45 am & 4:15 pm to 5:00 pm 

Also by request at other times. 

Weddings 

Arrangements should be made at least four months in 

advance. Participation in a marriage preparation 

program is required. Please call parish office for more 

information. 

Anointing of the Sick 

Children’s Religious Ed  Sunday 8:45 am to 9:50 am 

R. C. I. A. Tuesday 7:00 pm to 8:00pm 

 

 

 
 

Rector - Very Rev. J. Gerard Schreck, JCD 

In Residence - Msgr. William O’Neill, Rector Emeritus 

In Residence - Very Rev. Daniel F. Firmin, JCL, VG 

In Residence - Rev. Pablo Migone 

Permanent Deacon - Rev. Dr.. Dewain E. Smith, Ph.D. 

Sacristan - Lynne Everett, MD 

Director of Religious Education - Mrs. Janee Przybyl 

Bookkeeper/Admin. Assistant - Ms. Jan Cunningham 

Office Assistant - Mrs. Brenda Price 

Music Director - Mr. McDowell Fogle www.sjbmusic.org 

Asst. Organist- Ms. Heidi Ordaz 

Cantors - Rebecca Flaherty and Jillian Pashke 

Maintenance - Mr. Jimmy Joseph Sheehan III 

Housekeeper/Food Services- Ms. Alma Young 

Docents - Mrs. Peggy Baker, Mrs. Gloria Keane 

Parish Staff 

Mass Schedule 

Sacraments 

Faith Formation 

Cathedral of St. John the Baptist 

Photo by Mary Clark Rechtiene 
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 Rector’s Corner 
 

POPE FRANCIS IN AMERICA 
 

 Every five years, every Bishop throughout the world, makes a visit “ad limina” to the threshold of 

the Apostles, Peter and Paul. This past week the American Church was blessed to have the successor of 

Peter, Pope Francis, on our threshold. It was an amazing event, I think we would all agree. The humble 

Pope, who took the name of Francis, “Il Poverino” (the little poor one), came to America and rode around, 

not in a limousine, but in a simple FIAT. And by the way, the local FIAT dealer called the Cathedral to in-

vite any Priest to test-drive a FIAT for two days!!! But much more is in the works. 
 

 Earlier this month, prior to the Pope’s visit, the Vatican published some significant alterations to 

the Code of Canon Law regarding the procedures for the declaration of nullity of marriage. These changes 

should not be overlooked, because I believe they display the desire of Pope Francis to show compassion 

behalf of the whole Church, to those who have suffered through divorce and who have remarried outside 

the Church. And that is something of particular importance to the American Church. What are those chang-

es, you may ask? 
 

 The changes are largely procedural, with the intent to shorten the process of declaring the nullity of 

an invalid marriage and reconciling the parties to the Sacraments of the Church. No longer will it be re-

quired that an annulment granted by a Diocesan Tribunal, such as Savannah, be reviewed and confirmed by 

the Archdiocesan Tribunal of Second Instance (Atlanta). This will shorten the process by approximately 4-

6 weeks. If a petition for nullity of marriage is submitted by both parties to the marriage, and if the grounds 

for nullity are clear, the Bishop of the Diocese can declare the nullity of the marriage in an expeditious 

manner (within 45 days, which is much shorter than the normal process). The clarity of the grounds could 

be demonstrated by the short span of conjugal life, by a lack of faith and values of one or both parties, by 

clear evidence of psychological problems, by involvement with another person before and during the mar-

riage, or by the procurement of an abortion. 
 

 These changes in procedure in Church Law have been made so that the Church might be able to 

reconcile to the Sacraments more people who have suffered through divorce and are remarried. They have 

been made with a view toward the importance of the permanence of a sacramental marriage, and with com-

passion for those who are not perfect. 
 

 I hope that anyone who might be in this particular situation will contact the Cathedral, and any 

Priest, in order to inquire about the possibility of a declaration of nullity of marriage. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Rev. J. Gerard Schreck 

Rector 

  No Donuts & Coffee this Sunday as we prepare for the Stewardship Picnic. 
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Mass Intentions for the week  
of  October 4, 2015 

 

 

 

SUNDAY  

 

 

 
MONDAY  

 

 
TUESDAY 

 
 

 
 

WEDNESDAY 

 

 
THURSDAY 

 
 

 

 

FRIDAY 

 

 
SATURDAY 

 

Pro Populo 

Helen Hickey 

Peter James Johnson 

Margaret L. Swann (Anni) 

Patrick J. O’Neill (Anni) 

Dr. Edward J. Whelan Jr. (MM) 

 

Fred & Josephine Doyle 

Roslyn Pope DeBorde (Anni) 

 

Marjorie Clark 

Blair Murphy 

Catherine R. Spellman (Anni) 

Intentions of Shirley Mell 

John Stacy (MM) 

 

Asa Ivey (Anni) 

Ann Averill Miller (Anni) 

Helen G. Stacy (Anni) 

Carl Griffith (Anni) 

Richard Peterson  

 

 

 
Please Pray for:   Sheila & Jaime Baldwin, Elaine 

Batty, Doris Boring, Gary Bowers, Roni Brandon, 

Erica Brown, Michael Cavanagh, John Davis, Na-

talie Deriso, Chris Ellington, Amanda Mizelle Fan-

ning, Chris Fernandez, Linda Grotke, Pat Gul-

likson, Chip Hartwell, Molly Heckert, Frank Hes-

ter, Margaret Hunter, Patricia Gignilliat, Shari 

Laist, Shannon Lancaster, Denise LeMay, Marga-

ret Meagher, Gayle McGhee, Dan Mobley,  Kathy 

Moore, Josephine Nasworthy, Maureen O’Connor, 

Thomas Parks, Peter Robaulo, Kenny Rudd, Chris 

Salien, Stephen Saunders,  Judy Walker, Ron Wei-

er, William & Cecilia Wellington and Art Zimney  

Gathered as a community of 
faithful believers, we know 
that we are a part of a net-

work of human relationships.  
Today we are called anew to 

honor these relationships 
with our spouse, our chil-
dren, our friends, knowing 

that God is always a part of 
them.  Let us begin our pray-

er today with a profound 
sense of gratitude for each 

other and for all with whom 
we gather. 

Respect Life Ministries Events 
On Saturday, October 10th, there will be a service, 

featuring a Rosary and Procession at the Cathedral 

Parish, honoring the 98th anniversary of the final 

miracle of Fatima. We will honor Our Lady and ask 

her intercession, as the Patroness of the Americas, to 

help our nation reject sin and accept God’s mercy in 

repentance. Please prayerfully consider taking part 

with us in this event.  October is Respect Life 

Month. 

The Men of St. Joseph will pray the First Wednes-

day Rosary on Oct. 7th at 6 pm across from the Sa-

vannah Abortion Clinic on East 34th St. between 

Drayton and Abercorn streets.  All are invited. 

Please log on to  calltoprayer@usccb.org to re-

ceive weekly intention for the renewal of a culture of 

life and marriage, and religious liberty.  

CRE Schedule 
 

Oct 4   -  CLASS  and Children’s Religious  

    Education Mass at 10:00 AM. 

Oct 11 -  CLASS 

mailto:calltoprayer@usccb.org
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Low Country Catholics 

Low Country Catholics (Savannah Young Adults) 

would like to invite all the young adults (between 21 

and 35 years) to a Holy Hour at Blessed Sacrament 

Church on Monday, October 5 at 7:30 PM.  We will 

also attend Mass together at the Cathedral of St. John 

the Baptist at 10:00 AM on October 11th.  Please 

check the Low Country Catholics Facebook page for 

more upcoming events!   

Ministry of Parents (MOP)  
Every parent with a young child in the house needs a 

break now and then.  This is a great way to get out of 

the house, meet other parents, and let the kids interact 

and play together.  Join us for refreshments, fellow-

ship, and fun!  This is a group for moms and dads of 

infants, toddlers, and preschoolers age 0-5.  We meet 

the first and third Wednesday of every month from 

9:30 - 11:00 a.m. in St. Peter the Apostle's parish cen-

ter room #1.  Much of the focus will be on the pro-

gram “Momnipotent” which will include DVD’s and 

group discussions about the joys and struggles of be-

ing a Catholic parent.  The next meeting is October 

7th and we will begin our DVD series.  For infor-

mation or if you are interested in getting involved, 

please contact Rebecca Hoffman at 658-1801. 

Adoration Chapel Vacancies 
Adoration Chapel will have the following vacancies 

for fall, 2015.  There are 5:00 p.m. slots available on 

Tuesday and Thursday, and also vacancies for prayer 

partners on many other days.  Please call Gretchen 

Reese at 658-3848 if you believe that Jesus is calling 

you to spend more time with Him. 

St. Vincent’s Tour of Homes and Tea 
St. Vincent’s Academy is proud to announce our An-

nual Tour of Homes and Tea on Saturday, October 

17, 2015 to benefit the preservation of the Convent 

of St. Vincent de Paul.  The event will be held from 

10:00am - 4:00pm and will include a delightful self-

guided tour of seven homes in the Historic Savannah 

District, along with the original 1845 Convent build-

ing at St. Vincent’s.  Certainly, the centerpiece of the 

tour is the elegant tea which will be served on the 

grounds of the Convent. St. Vincent’s Academy stu-

dents will serve a delicate repast of tea, homemade 

confections and traditional tea sandwiches. The tick-

et cost is $45. Order tickets before September 30th 

and pay only $40.  For ticket information, please vis-

it www.svatourofhomes.net or call 912.665.6823 or 

912.236.5505 for ticketing information.  

 

Melchizedek Project 
Fr. Brett Brannen invites single men college age and 

up to join our Melchizedek Project Discernment 

group for information on the priesthood and practical 

ways to know God’s will in this regard. The group 

meets seven times this fall and seven times next 

spring to go through Fr. Brannen’s book, “To Save a 

Thousand Souls: A Guide for Discerning a Vocation 

to Diocesan Priesthood.”  We provide free supper 

each session, with no pressure, no homework and no 

cost. The meetings are held Mondays at 8:00 PM in 

the Blessed Sacrament Parish Center at 725 E. 44th 

St. Please call or email Fr. Brannen: bbran-

nen@mbschurch.org so we can plan for supper. 

Cathedral Heritage Gala 
The 15th Annual Cathedral Heritage  Gala will be a wonderful event held on November 14, 2015, at the 

newly and beautifully renovated Catholic Pastoral Center on Victory Drive.   The Gala will begin at 

7:00PM with cocktails and hors d’oeuvres plus music provided by New Arts Ensembles.  Guests will have 

time to tour the new Pastoral Center and hear information about the building’s rich history. There will be a 

silent auction during this time where guests can bid using the BidPal app to constantly monitor and update 

bids. Heavy Hors d’oeuvres will follow shortly thereafter, catered by Chef Nick Mueller. Seating will be 

provided for all guests in the main tent in front of the Pastoral Center or in the Boland Auditorium.  All pro-

ceeds support the Endowment Fund for the preservation of the Cathedral. Tickets are $150 per person and 

are available from the church office. For more information, call Catherine Kostilnik at 912-429-7612. Go to 

our website to view more details. 

http://www.savannahcathedral.org/heritage-ball 

http://www.svatourofhomes.net/
mailto:bbrannen@mbschurch.org
mailto:bbrannen@mbschurch.org
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CATHEDRAL PARISH OFFERTORY 

Offertory September 27, 2015:  $17,983.60 

 Offertory September 28, 2014:  $14,139.25 
 

 VISITOR’S DEPOSITORY BOX 

 Week Prior to September 27, 2015:  $5,106.50 

Week Prior to September 28, 2014:  $3,058.50 
 

 

2015 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 

              Parish Target                $   94,435 

   Parish Pledges      $   58,095 

              Collected                     $   104,652 

The “Will” To Help 
Please remember the Cathedral of St. John the Bap-

tist in your will. If you have a will now and would 

like to make the Cathedral a beneficiary, a simple 

codicil may be appropriate.  If you do not have a 

will and need a referral to an attorney you can call 

Ms. Jan Cunningham at 912-233-4709 who can sug-

gest an attorney who is assisting the Cathedral in 

this endeavor.  

https://cshowers.wordpress.com/

