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CREED

Sam Ikhwan, President of CREED Campus 
Ministry at Savannah College of Art and De-
sign (SCAD), was our speaker at the Septem-
ber meeting. He was accompanied by 
Krystyna Swierczewski, a member of the 
ministry. 

CREED is the Catholic Campus Ministry 
group here in Savannah. It strives to encour-
age students who desire to enter more 
deeply into a relationship with Christ 
through fellowship and formation in the 
Catholic Faith.  

Gretchen introduced Sam, saying “It’s a 
blessing to have something like CREED in our 
diocese.” 

Sam is a Senior at SCAD and has been in-
volved with CREED since he was a Freshman. 
Sam started very energetically by saying he 
was a Performing Arts Major. He is from the 
Archdiocese of Atlanta and comes from a 
very religious family (his mother is a strict 
Catholic). One of his older brothers was in 
the seminary but left; his other older brother 
is now in the seminary in Mundelein, Ill. – 
they were also leaders in campus ministries.  
His Bishop told him to go to seminary, but ….

Sam said he has found a good home in 
CREED. When he started as a freshman there 
were maybe 3—5 students who joined him; 
now there are 15—20. There are 12,000 
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undergrads at SCAD — 25% international. 
SCAD is liberal and the Church seems irrele-
vant or systematic, or there is disbelief. He is 
close friends with Bishop Hartmayer and the 
group has taken Fr. Pablo bowling. “It takes 
courage,” he said, “ to get the kids in the door 
— the numbers have increased by being rela-
tive — it matters. A lot of them are searching 
and we help to !nd out what they want to 
do. We are a judgment-free zone.

“We have 2 events a week, one spiritual 
(Mass, Adoration, Confession, etc.) and one 
fun, bowling, for example. A balance.  Once 
they come, they don’t leave. Your Vocation 
Ministry can really help – we would like all 
students in their Freshman year to know 
what they need. Faith is great for that. We 
have a diverse group of Catholics who have a 
great !re and understand the issues – and 
share faith together. They ask for support 
and outreach to know that they are worth it. 
People say they will help but don’t take us 
seriously ... but we are the future of the 

Church. We want this to be alive in the future. 
Youth today has to realize this is relevant.”

Question: What kind of outreach could 
we do for you?  

A:  Come to meetings, speak about voca-
tions, be a “presence”, “hang out”.  We meet 
at the Cathedral or at Sacred Heart, with 
Deacon Bob.

Question: We, as a group, have seminar-
ian pen pals – would your group be able to 
be involved with these sems?  

A:ß  It’s a good idea except they’re not 
available here.

Gretchen told Sam that we would like to 
continue our relationship with CREED and 
whoever takes his place. We have to look at 
the long term.

Sam ended by saying “It’s hard to !nd 
time for this but faith keeps me going. Volun-
teering is the biggest di"culty – no reward.” 

In conclusion, Gretchen commented, “The 
seed has been planted and we trust that it 
will grow.”
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Our Seminarians 

go to World 

Youth Day!

By Michelle Migone
During the week of July 15–31, our diocesan 
seminarians Will Cook and Patrick May joined 
the thousands of volunteers at World Youth 
Day (WYD) to lend a hand with the pilgrims at-
tending the celebra-
tions in Poland. Pat-
rick had been to WYD 
in Rio 2013, but this 
was the !rst time for 
Will. They both stayed 
at a local recreational 
center, and slept on a 
basketball court along 
with 200 other inter-
national volunteers. 

Will worked in the 
registration o"ce, 
helping pilgrims sort 
out any issues they 
had with their registration. Patrick served on a 
logistics team that assisted pilgrims during the 
events with Pope Francis. Patrick returned a 
second time to WYD in Poland because he had 
such a great experience serving as a volunteer 

in Rio. He was looking forward to traveling with 
his seminarian brother, Will Cook, to meet 
Catholics from all over the world and visit 
many holy sites.

According to Will, “Seeing so many young 
people from all over 
the world coming to-
gether to love the Lord 
and to express their 
faith was incredibly 
moving. I was continu-
ally impressed with the 
great spirit of all the 
kids. They were all so 
happy to be there, rep-
resenting their country 
and worshiping to-
gether. I was also really 
impressed to never see 
any !ghting, littering, or 

drunkenness. Everyone honestly seemed to be 
there for the right reasons”. 

Patrick commented that “WYD was de!-
nitely a pilgrimage, an adventure, a time of joy 
and an experience of hope for the Catholic 



Church. My favorite thing was meeting all of 
the other international volunteers and learning 
about their countries, their faith, and their 
backgrounds. I now have friends all over the 
world, from Slovakia, Russia, Argentina, Peru, 
Singapore, Sudan and many other 
places.”

The biggest challenge for Will 
came in the !rst couple of days, 
trying to !gure out what he would 
be doing and how he would be 
doing it. For Patrick, the most 
challenging aspects of World 
Youth Day were dealing with the 
changes and curve balls that al-
ways seemed to interrupt the 
schedule. He took it in stride, ex-
pressing “that is the nature of a 
pilgrimage and also the life of a 
priest — so I better get used to it.”

If someone is not sure if they should attend 
WYD, Will says they should seriously pray 
about it. “Being in a foreign country and being 
exposed to the energetic atmosphere of WYD 
is de!nitely not for everyone, but if you’re go-
ing with friends or with a youth group, then I 
can almost guarantee that you’ll have a great 
time. WYD is a very special and unique experi-
ence. You’ll have the opportunity to be ex-
posed to the future of the church, to be able to 
meet and pray with people from far away 
countries, and !nally, to see and hear from the 
Pope on multiple occasions.” Patrick has one 
simple answer: “GO! World Youth Day is an 
event unlike any other. Millions of Catholics 

together united in faith and prayer … it’s a 
foretaste of heaven.“

Will believes that WYD contributed to his 
spiritual growth. He found it powerful and mo-
tivating to be in a country like Poland, and get-

ting to visit the incredible shrines 
and churches, and to learn about 
how Catholicism has been inter-
twined throughout their national 
history for over a thousand years.

”I remember sitting in the Jasna 
Góra Monastery and looking at the 
image of the Black Madonna of 
Cz#stochowa and thinking about all 
the people who had come before 
me to pray in this same spot. It’s 
truly a humbling and blessed op-
portunity to have my prayers 
joined with the millions of prayers 
that have come before me, espe-

cially in knowing that so many of those prayers 
have already been answered.”

Patrick added, “WYD has provided me with 
a profound experience of the global Catholic 
Church and caused me to re$ect on the beauty 
of the Church’s missionaries who have spread 
the Catholic faith to the ends of the earth. It  
has increased my desire as a future priest to 
hopefully be able to take some young people 
on a journey to WYD and give them an oppor-
tunity to rejoice together with the youth of our 
Catholic Church.”

Let us pray that the graces they received 
during this experience remain with them for 
years to come and bear much fruit.
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The Black Madonna of Cz!stochowa
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Sister Carolyn professes perpetual vows
Reprinted with permission from the Southern Cross

Photos by Paul H. Camp

Sister Carolyn Elizabeth Braun, IHM, pro-
fessed her perpetual vows in the Congrega-
tion of the Sisters, Servants of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary on August 9. The Rite of 
Perpetual Profession of Vows was celebrated 
within a Mass at Villa Maria House of Studies, 
Immaculata, PA.

Most Reverend Timothy C. Senior, V.G., 
M.B.A., M.S.W., M.A., M.DIV., Auxiliary Bishop 
of Philadelphia, presided at the liturgy and 
delivered the homily. Sister Lorraine McGrew, 
IHM, General Superior, received the vows in 
the name of the Church for the Congregation.

During the Rite of Perpetual Profession, 
Sister Carolyn laid prostrate as the litany of 
the saints was sung. She then publicly pro-
fessed her vows of chastity, poverty and obe-
dience to God in the service of the Catholic 
Church. Afterwards, she signed her vow card 
and received a newly-engraved ring signifying 
her vowed commitment. Music during the Mass 
and the Rite of Profession was provided by mu-
sicians and a choir composed of IHM Sisters.

As part of initial formation in becoming a 
perpetually professed sister, a young woman 
enters into a process that spans eight to ten 
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Who Are the IHMs?
The Congregation of the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, is a Ponti!cal Religious Institute, whose members are commi"ed to 
God and to the Church by the profession of the public vows of poverty, 
chastity and obedience.
The charism of the sisters is Love, which continues to manifest itself today 
in the sisters’ joyful service of God and his people; creative Hope, which 
puts all its con!dence in God’s loving Providence; and Fidelity, which in-
spires fervor in their vocation in Christ and in their mission in the Church.
The Immaculata branch of the Congregation comprises approximately 750 
Sisters who currently sta# Catholic schools and parishes in Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Connecticut, Virginia, Georgia, North Carolina, New Hamp-
shire, and Florida and in the South American country of Peru. The sisters 
also serve the Church in pastoral and other evangelization ministries in 
other states as well.

years. Sister Carolyn entered the IHM Con-
gregation in 2008. During her formation pe-
riod, she discerned her vocation as a postu-
lant and then explored it more formally as a 
novice. The formation period includes grow-
ing in prayer, studying various college 
courses, participating in the community life of 
the sisters and serving in the mission of the 
congregation, “to evangelize, to catechize and 

to teach.”
Sister Carolyn Elizabeth, IHM is the daugh-

ter of James and Barbara Braun. Sister Carolyn 
is from Saint Maria Goretti Parish in Hatfield, 
Pennsylvania and is a graduate of Rowan Uni-
versity. She currently participates in the life 
and mission of the IHM Congregation as junior 
high math and religion teacher at Saint James 
Elementary School in Savannah.
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