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A lot has happened during this past year as we prayed for more vocations. We 
started the year o! by presenting the awards to the winners of the Vocation 
Essay Contest. A total of 146 essays were submitted from throughout the 
diocese including 118 in the Catholic Schools category and there were 23 Faith 
Formation essays

Fr. Gerry Schreck, the Judicial Vicar for the Marriage 
Tribunal of the Diocese of Savannah, was our !rst 
guest speaker at the meeting in February. He 
discussed the changes in the annulment process.

Our guest speaker in March was Fr. Richard Young, the 
Port Chaplain. There are only about 25 Port Chaplains in 
the U.S.  According to Fr. Young, it is a very specialized 
ministry which few people understand. It is the ministry 
of presence; you are there as a witness.

Sr. Pat Brown, currently the Director of Catholic 
Charities for South Georgia and also the Coordinator 
of Villa Marie Center, spoke to us in April and 
described her journey to become part of the Global 
Community of the Sisters of St. Mary of Namur.

By Peter Paolucci
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Each year on the Fourth Sunday of Easter we celebrate World 
Day of Prayer for Vocations. In his homily at the 10 AM Mass 
on April 17, 2016, in the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, 
Bishop Hartmayer spoke about the need for more priests 
and religious. “On this Good Shepherd Sunday, we pray for 
the priests, deacons, religious brothers and sisters and all 
the lay ministers who serve us and we pray for all those 
preparing for the ministry.  May they listen to the voice of the 
Good Shepherd.”

In May we elected the new o"cers 
to lead the Vocations Ministry of 
Savannah. Past President, Roger 
Haneline inducted them as follows: 
Secretary-Joyce Egan, VP-Chuck 
Medlock, President-Dr. Gretchen 
Reese and Treasurer-Alex Guira.

June was a very busy month. One of the highlights of the 
year for the Savannah Vocations Ministry is the Annual 
Clergy and Religious Appreciation Supper. We gathered at  
the Knights of Columbus Hall on Liberty Street on June 
2nd to say thank you to the priests, sisters and 
seminarians in the Savannah Deanery who have dedicated 
their lives to serving the Lord and the people of God.

Then on Saturday June 4th, we were blessed to 
witness our prayers being answered as two of that 
number, Brian O’Shaughnessy and John Wright, were 
ordained to the Priesthood of Jesus Christ. This brings 
the number of priests ordained for the Diocese of 
Savannah to 33 since the Savannah Vocations Ministry 
began back in 2002.
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We were equally joyful in July when, after 
completing two years of candidacy, Kelly Williams 
was received into the Novitiate of the Sisters of 
Mercy on July 23, 2016 at 11:00am in the chapel at 
Mercy Center in St. Louis, Missouri. Henceforth 
she will be known as Sister Kelly Ann.

And in August we were doubly blessed as Sister 
Carolyn Elizabeth Braun, IHM, currently serving as 
junior high math and religion teacher at Saint James 
Elementary School in Savannah, professed her 
perpetual vows in the Congregation of the Sisters, 
Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary on August 
9. The Rite of Perpetual Profession of Vows was 
celebrated within a Mass at Villa Maria House of 
Studies, Immaculata, PA.

The blessings continued as Andrew Taylor 
Larkin, a seminarian from the Diocese of 
Savannah, along with 29 other seminarians 
from the Ponti!cal North American College, 
was ordained to the transitional diaconate 
during a celebration of the Eucharist, on 
Thursday, 29 September 2016, at the Altar of 
the Chair of St. Peter, in the Papal Basilica of 
St. Peter, in the Vatican.

Sister Georgette Cunni#,  MFIC, Director of 
Faith Formation for children and adults 
(RCIA) at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, was 
our speaker at the Savannah Vocations 
Ministry meeting on October 2, 2016. Sister 
Georgette celebrated 50 years of 
Consecrated Life as a Missionary 
Franciscan Sister of the Immaculate 
Conception.
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Bishop Hartmayer celebrated a special Holy 
Hour for Vocations on Sunday, November 6, 
2016 at 4:00 PM in St. Mary's Chapel at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center on Victory Drive. About 
30 people attended the Holy Hour including 18 
members of the Savannah Vocations Ministry 
and asked the Lord of the Harvest to send us 
many good and holy priests, deacons and 
religious to serve the people of God.

On Saturday November 16, 
members of the Savannah and 
Augusta Vocations Ministries came 
together in the Cathedral parish 
Center to judge the Vocation Essay 
Contest. The winners will be 
announced and the awards 
presented after the !rst of the 
year.

Once again our Newsletter Editor, Walt Kessel, has 
produced an elegant, custom designed Christmas card 
for The Savannah Vocations Ministry to send to all the 
active and retired priests, religious and seminarians in 
the Diocese of Savannah. $This tradition has been part 
of our ministry for many years. $

These personal handwritten messages from each 
member expressing best wishes for a blessed and Holy 
Christmas as well as our appreciation to the priests and 
religious for their faithful and dedicated service to the 
Lord have been so meaningful to the recipients that we 
often receive thank you notes for the cards.

We have been a busy group and look forward to continuing our mission 
to promote and a"rm vocations to the priesthood and religious life in 
the years ahead.
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‘Tis the Season
The St! John Vianney Vocations Ministry works 
hard all year long to promote and a"rm 
vocations to the priesthood and religious life 
so it is only appropriate for us to take time out 
to be jolly at the end of the year!

To celebrate the joyous Christmas season# we 
gathered at the lovely home of Gretchen and John Reese on 
Saturday evening December $%th for our annual Christmas Party!

We had a good turnout as more than &' members and friends were 
in attendance! (We were blessed by the presence of Sr! Kelly Ann# in 
the middle of her novice year# who came with her parents Lori and 
Mike Williams! It was fascinating to talk to Kelly about her 
experiences as a novice!

Photos by Peter Paolucci
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It was a very nice evening with lots of good food and 
enjoyable conversation!( The table was just over)owing as 
members brought lots of wonderful dishes to eat for a pot luck 
supper and celebrate the holiday season together! We are blessed 
by many great cooks including John Reese who served up a 
delicious Virginia ham!(
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The Secular Order of Discalced Carmelites (OCDS) is a religious association of the 
Roman Catholic Church composed primarily of lay persons and ordained diocesan 
priests or deacons. Members must be over the age of 18 and Catholics in good 
standing.

Carmelites trace their roots to Mount Carmel and to the Desert Fathers and 
Mothers.  There are two Carmelite orders in the Catholic Church: the Carmelite Order 
of the Ancient Observance and The Discalced Carmelite Order. The Discalced became a 
separate order under the reforms of St. Teresa of Ávila and St. John of the Cross, who 
desired to return to the more austere and contemplative life lived by the !rst 
Carmelites. "Discalced," meaning "shoeless," signi!ed this greater austerity.

Jillison Parks 
m a d e h e r 
d e f i n i t i v e 
promise as a 
D i s c a l c e d 
C a r m e l i t e 
Secular on 
Oct. 1, 2016.
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Commonly known as Secular Carmelites, 
they share the same charism with the Friars 
and Nuns, each according to his or her 
particular state of life, forming a single family 
with the same spirituality, and called by God 
to holiness and apostolic mission. Lay people 
follow their contemplative 
call in their everyday 
activities.

The Seculars' vocation is 
to live the Carmelite 
spirituality as Seculars and 
not as mere imitators of 
Carmelite monastic life. They 
practice contemplative prayer 
while living lives of charity in 
their common occupations. 
They profess a promise to the 
Order patterned on the 
monastic vows and this 
promise guides their life.

The primary, daily obligations of the 
Seculars are to engage in silent, 
contemplative prayer or recollection, to pray 
Morning Prayer (Lauds) and Evening Prayer 
(Vespers) of the Liturgy of the Hours (Divine 
O"ce), and to attend daily Mass and pray 
Night Prayer (Compline) when possible. 

As models of this ancient way of life, they 
study the writings and imitate the lives of the 
many saints of the Discalced Carmelite Order, 
especially St. Teresa of Jesus and St. John of 
the Cross, both doctors of the Church. Their 

interior life is marked by a deep devotion to 
Our Lady.

They attend the monthly meetings of the 
local communities of which they are 
members, and it is in these communities that 
the Seculars !nd the fellowship necessary to 

advance in the spiritual life, often 
coupled with liturgies and lectures 
presided over by the Friars, where 
available.
Finally, the intense prayer life of 
Seculars is intended to %ow over 
into many varied apostolic 
endeavors, demonstrating how it 
is possible to seek intimate union 
with God even in the midst of 
worldly duties and concerns. The 
primary Carmelite community 
apostolate is to share Carmelite 
spirituality with others.

Once the De!nitive Promise is 
made, the De!nitively Professed strive to live 
out their life-long commitment and 
responsibilities as Secular members of the 
Carmelite Community. Through it, members 
are being continuously transformed and 
prepared to live a life of deeper union with 
Christ for the good of the community, the 
Church, and the world.

Her name in religion is Jillison of the 
Divine Ransom.

For more information go to 
http://savannahocds.org/

Published by the St. John Vianney Vocations Ministry  of Savannah 
Supporting Vocations in the Diocese of Savannah

President: Gretchen Reese; VP Communications: Peter Paolucci; Editor: Walt Kessel  912-354-9493 
<waltkessel@comcast.net>

mailto:waltkessel@comcast.net
http://savannahocds.org
http://savannahocds.org
mailto:waltkessel@comcast.net
mailto:waltkessel@comcast.net

