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I recently became aware of this statue, just down the 
block from the Cathedral, due to a photo posted on Face-
book by Kelly Williams. 

That led me to this article about the statue to honor 
the Mercy nuns written by Polly Stramm and published 
last year in SavannahNow. 

Since we are out of Savannah in the summer I must 
have missed it when it was originally published last year. 
Here it is again for those of you you might not have seen 
it either.

The 6 foot bronze statue, sitting on a 3 foot piece of 
Georgia granite, was unveiled and dedicated in the front 
of St. Vincent's Academy at the corner of Liberty and Ab-
ercorn Streets on September 23, 2016.

Peter Paolucci’s NOTEBOOK

A statue to honor the Mercy nuns
By Polly Powers Stramm
Used by permission
Copyright, Savannah Morning News

While Loretto Lominack and Josie Murphy were knee deep in research for a book about the 
history of the religious Sisters of Mercy and St. Vincent’s Academy, the two women, who are SVA 
alumnae, had a collective aha moment and an idea.

They both wondered why there weren’t more statues of women who had an impact on Sa-
vannah’s history.

“There’s a Juliette Gordon Low building but I don’t know why there isn’t a statue,” Loretto said.
And they especially asked themselves why there hasn’t been a statue erected to honor the 

Mercy nuns!who, among other contributions, saved the city from two yellow fever epidemics and 
established St. Joseph’s Hospital and SVA.

“We batted around (the idea to raise money for a monument) and then decided to take the 
bull by the horns,” said Loretto, who is SVA’s director of alumnae and development.! A commit-
tee was formed last spring and Loretto began looking for a statue.

Fast forward to Sept. 23 at 10:15 AM when the imposing 6-foot bronze statue standing on a 3-
foot piece of Georgia granite will be unveiled and dedicated in front of SVA at the corner of Lib-
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erty and Abercorn streets. The event will be 
preceded by a special 8:30 AM Mass at the Ca-
thedral of St. John the Baptist, presided over by 
Bishop Gregory Hartmayer.

The journey to "nd the statue and raise 
money to purchase it was rigorous for the de-
termined committee, which included Loretto, 
Avis Coleman, Rosemary Lewis, Henry Morgan, 
Pat McCarthy, Jimmy Ray, Nancy Schreck, Ce-
leste Shearouse, Bernadette Winters and Sister 
Jude Walsh as consultant.

In doing research, Loretto found a statue – 
a limited edition of six monuments – that had 
been done a number of years ago. Of all the 
statues Loretto saw, a likeness of Mother Cath-
erine McCauley (who founded the Sisters of 
Mercy) with a teenage girl was the one with 
which she “fell in love.”

The sculptor was Sondra Jonson of Ne-
braska.

“She has done religious-themed statues, 
military statues and she will even do a statue of 
your poodle,” said Loretto, describing the art-
ist’s varied repertoire. The one aspect the 
committee changed was the sweater worn by 
the young girl, who will have on an SVA uni-
form sweater.

The "rst hurdle was raising money, which 
came from Catholics and Protestants alike, 
Loretto said, because contributors realize what 
the Sisters of Mercy have done for all of Sa-
vannah.

Next came the task of "lling out the 
mounds of paperwork required by the city of 
Savannah and the Metropolitan Planning 
Commission. Applications were presented, 
meetings were attended and, "nally, the statue 
was approved with one change requested by 
the SVA committee. Instead of being placed on 
the tree lawn near SVA’s Georgia Historical So-
ciety marker, the statue will stand behind the 
wrought iron fence on SVA property.

 NOTEBOOK
On a personal note, Loretto said working on 

the committee was a labor of love.
“These women are so deserving of any honor 

that can be given to them,” she said.

Sisters of Mercy’s Contributions in Sa-
vannah and Georgia

! Founded the Convent of St. Vincent de 
Paul & St. Vincent’s Academy, a private 
school for girls, in 1845. Also educated and 
housed orphans and educated free stu-
dents, day students, and boarding students.
! Secretly educated children of slaves.
! Battled two major yellow fever epidem-

ics, nursing the sick, burying the dead and 
taking care of the children left as orphans.
! Sta!ed the Forest City Marine Hospital, 

at the request of the City of Savannah.
! Nursed the wounded and dying during 

the Civil War.
! Founded and sta!ed St. Joseph’s Hospital 

(today St. Joseph’s/Candler), thus meeting a 
huge need for nursing care.
! Founded and sta!ed St. Mary’s Home to 

continue to meet the needs of orphans.
! Founded and helped sta! St. Joseph’s 

School of Nursing meeting more demanding 
needs for nursing care.
! Founded and sta!ed St. Vincent’s 

Grammar School and St. Vincent’s Kinder-
garten.
! Helped establish the parochial school 

system and sta!ed Cathedral Day School, 
Nativity of Our Lord School (St. Peter’s) and 
Blessed Sacrament School showing the need 
for grammar school education.
! Sta!ed Camp Villa Marie during the 

summer months.
! Founded hospitals and schools through-

out the State of Georgia.
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If God were to 
come down from 
heaven today and of-
fer me one thing as 
he did to King Solo-
mon thousands of 
years ago, I would 
ask for the gift to 
speak all languages 
without having to go 
through the rigorous 
e#orts of learning a new 
language. 

The advantages 
would be countless. 
Amongst them all, the 
greatest would be (God 
willing) when I become a 
priest, to be able to 
serve His people well in 
the sacraments in every 
culture I "nd myself. 
This will save resources 
that could be used for 
other charitable pur-
poses that will glorify His name. Sounds like a 
good idea but that’s my human, imperfect 
and know-nothing mind thinking. But as the 
Saints have always said: “God’s ways are not 
our ways” and more often than not, we tend 
to understand the broader view of things 
from our re$ection on the past.

Here am I, midway 
through my Spanish 
immersion program in 
La Antigua Guatemala. 
Two of my brother 
seminarians, who were 
living in the same 
house with me, have 
completed the six 
weeks they signed up 

for and have gone back 
to the States. Now it’s just 
me and my host family, 
who unfortunately, will 
have to listen to me prac-
tice my horrible Spanish 
on them during meals 
and other family events 
for another four weeks. 

Fortunately, my host 
family, like the majority 
of the people in Guate-
mala, are very patient 
people. They possess 
what we all ought to 

have: “the pastoral ear and mind”, so that 
they are able to think it through with you to 
understand what you are saying and correct 
you when necessary in a polite way.

Sitting at my desk, I am working on the 
homework that I get every day from my 
teacher, who, coincidently, is a young 
man,the same age as I am. There is some-

MY SPANISH 
IMMERSION 
EXPERIENCE

By Theodore Agba

Photos courtesy of Theodore Agba
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thing frustrating 
about being cor-
rected by some-
one your own 
age. You ask 
yourself, how 
come he knows 
better than you 
do? The answer is 
obvious, he was 
born Guatemal-
teco speaking 
Spanish and I was 
born Nigerian 
speaking Tiv. But 
the closeness in 
our age has given 
me an extra boost to 
work harder in this 
immersion program, 
to be better in my 
pastoral language, for 
me and the good of 
the people I will be 
serving, as well as for 
the Glory of God.

I have been here 
for the past 2 hours, 
working on my Span-
ish vocabulary, and I 
realize that I have 
studied my way into 
the time for evening prayers. Perhaps I can 
"nd solace in the quote of my friend that “it is 
always "ve o'clock somewhere.” After my 
evening prayers, I am still thinking of my ex-
perience here in Guatemala; what a blessing 
it has been, to be in this beautiful place rich in 
history and culture, to learn Spanish.

My Catholic mind is telling me that there is 
nothing more beautiful than knowing that 
you are surrounded by many Catholic 

Churches. I have a 
lot of options for 
confessions, 
Eucharist and 
other sacraments 
throughout the 
day. When I miss 
the time of Mass 
here, which has 
happened a couple 
of times due to my 
class schedule, I 
know there is an 
option for me in 
another church, in 
a stone throw dis-

tance. O# the top of 
my head, I know of 
about twelve Catholic 
Churches in La Anti-
gua, which is an area 
that is about same size 
as downtown Savan-
nah, Georgia.

On our "rst day in 
La Antigua, Guatemala, 
we asked the senora 
(lady) of our house 
where we could do our 
laundry and she 
showed us a big pool 

in the center of the 
town where the natives washed their clothes 
with their hands. And that’s where I did my 
laundry every other Saturday and then 
brought it home to be sun dried. 

A few weeks later we discovered that 
there were places where you could pay for 
your laundry to be done in machines. Al-
though it was cheap, there was something 
about doing the laundry with my hands that 
made me never to try the new option as it 
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brought back good 
memories of my life 
growing up in Nigeria.

Walking on the 
streets of La Antigua 
is something I love 
doing because the 
streets here remind 
me of ancient Rome, 
at least as I see it por-
trayed in movies. As 
someone who loves 
the history of ancient 
empires and king-
doms, when I walk on 
the streets La Antigua, I feel like I am reliving 
history. It is also a common sight for two 
strangers to exchange pleasantries and en-
gage in a conversation. I have had a couple of 
those encounters that led to wonderful ave-
nues for ecumenism with Protestants.

In all of the studies, the beautiful land-
scapes, the historic buildings and the rich his-
tory as well as the culture present in this 
place, the one thing that struck me the most 
was the humility and happiness of the people 
of Guatemala. I found myself asking the ques-
tion how could people be very happy and joy-
ful with so little? There is something behind 
all of their joys and happiness which the con-
veniences of life cannot give. That peace, se-
renity, and contentment comes only from 
God.

It is certainly a way of life that is not totally 
new to me especially being someone who 
comes from a third world country. But after 
having lived in the USA for three years now, it 
is very easy to start having the sense of enti-
tlement to things I once lived without. Some-

times I have the 
sense that I need to 
have this or that, 
when in reality, I 
can do well without 
them. The conven-
iences in the USA 
are certainly attrac-
tive so it was good 
for me to be out 
here this summer, 
to be reminded of 
how I once lived on 
very little and never 
to let myself be-

come obsessed with the comforts of life, but 
to remain grounded in Christ’s love for his 
people.

Re$ecting back on all of these beautiful 
experiences, I am asking myself how this 
would have been possible if God had given 
me the gift of knowing all languages. I 
wouldn’t have beheld the beauty of this won-
derful place. Neither would I have shared in 
the joys and happiness of living with these 
beautiful people who have taught me some-
thing about humility and contentment. 

I am grateful to God for the wonderful 
people of the Savannah Diocese, who 
through their generous donation to the 
Bishop's Annual Appeal, have made this im-
mersion program possible for me. Thank you 
to every one of you — for all your love and 
support, for your good wishes and prayers; 
for checking up on me with your emails, 
WhatsApp and Facebook messages. Thank 
you for doing that which I more often than 
not fail to do, remembering my friends. With 
your prayers, I will be better. God bless us all.
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For 40 years, Catholic Extension has asked mission dioceses to nominate their best, 
brightest and most inspiring people for our annual Lumen Christi (Light of Christ) 
Award.
This year’s group of 45 nominees—pastors, sisters, lay leaders, deacons and com-
munity groups—show the enormous breadth of the Catholic Church across the 
country. These Catholics are o#ering their hearts and hands to build faith, inspire 
hope and ignite change. In America’s poorest places, they bring the light of Christ to 
those who struggle.

This year's nominees include Sister Nuala Mulleady, 
M.F.I.C.!of the!Diocese of Savannah, Georgia

A native of County Roscommon, Ireland, Sister Mulleady 
joined the Missionary Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate 
Conception order and served as a missionary in South Amer-
ica before landing in Valdosta. She directs the social services 
at St. John the Evangelist Parish, a vibrant community of 
nearly 1,000 families that encompasses three counties.

In 2011 she refurbished a building near the parish to be-
come St. Francis Outreach Center. The Center, which is 

sta#ed by volunteers, includes a thrift store to provide clothing and household items, a food 
pantry and space to receive social or spiritual nourishment.

“Many people come for clothes and food,” she said, “But deep down they really need prayers 
and faith. We provide that, too.” Sister Mulleady also leads other pastoral ministries that 
reach out to the area’s migrant workers, homeless and rural poor. She visits local prisons to 
pray with the inmates.

She is described as the hub that connects many “spokes” of Catholic and non-Catholic com-
munities in southwestern Georgia. As she improves the quality of life for those on the mar-
gins, her gentleness, leadership and organizational skills are greatly appreciated.

SAVANNAH DIOCESE 
SISTER NOMINATED 
FOR AWARD

— Sources: Savannah Diocese
     and Catholic Extension


