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Bob and I were privileged to go on the 
Lourdes Pilgrimage again during May 3-10, 
2017. We had more people from Savannah join 
us on the trip this year. Marguerite Baxter, the 
Assistant Chief Nurse for the Federal 
Association, was kept very busy. Ellen Pinckney 
(nurse), Bobby & Cindy Davis (Bobby went as a 
“malade”), Bob and I from St. James, Lee 
Thornburg from the Cathedral and Janet 
Ste!en (nurse) & daughter Amelie (who was a 

Page) from Blessed Sacrament all went this 
year.

We met the members of our Gold Team at 
Baltimore Washington International Airport 
just before departure. Our team consisted of 
40 members, including 6 malades (sick 
persons in French) & companions. Our charter 
plane carried 9 teams with 53 malades, a total 
of 386 pilgrims. As soon as the plane took o! 
everyone said the Rosary.

PilgrimageBy Joyce Egan
Photos by Peter Scudner, K.M.
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Each day we had a di!erent malade to 
“take care of,” push to all the venues, make 
sure they were comfortable and hydrated; 3 
malades needed wheelchairs but were able to 
walk as well. We had quite a lively group; you 
would not know how sick 
they might be. Our special 
malade was Bishop 
Emeritus Paul Loverde 
from northern VA. He 
made everyone feel 
welcomed and was very 
easy to talk to. He made it 
a point to have a meal 
with everyone on our 
team. We were told that 
during his time as Bishop 
he ordained almost 100 
new priests. He had 
Chaplains at the hospitals 
hand out Vocation prayer 
cards to people who were 
released from the 
hospital.

Our “living legend” malade was Patrick Troy 
from Alexandria, VA. He ran an Irish Pub there 

for about 40 years and it became quite 
famous. He had a special table that President 
Ronald Reagan sat at, for instance. He now has 
a radio show on Sunday evenings and regales 
people with Irish jokes, songs, etc.

Our own “special” 
malade was Bobby Davis 
from St. James. He made 
everyone laugh with 
stories of his youth and 
endeared himself to 
everyone. Our 3 women 
malades were wonderful 
– smiling most of the 
time, with 2 of them 
bravely walking the “Way 
of the Cross” on the hill. 
We had a really good 
time getting to know the 
companions as well.

Each day we attended 
Mass in a di!erent 
Church as well as the 

Anointing Ceremony, Candlelight Procession, 
Eucharistic Adoration plus historical talks. It is 
amazing how everything is so organized with 
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20,000+ people there going to the same 
places. Many of the things we did were 
spiritually moving and knowing that all these 
people have such 
Faith gives you a 
wonderful feeling.

Fr. Andrew 
Fisher was our 
team Chaplain and 
he was one of 24 
priests and 
deacons on the 
Pilgrimage. Our 
principal 
celebrants were 
Archbishop 
Cordileone from 
San Francisco, 
Bishop Holley from 
Memphis, Bishop 
Barber of Oakland, 
CA., Rev. Lopes, 
Personal 
Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter, Chaplain 

of the Federal Association and Timothy 
Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York. It was 
especially nice to see Cardinal Dolan there. We 

ran into him 
several times 
during the week; 
he was usually 
seen talking to a 
malade. At night 
he was seen in 
the street with 
suspenders over 
his shirt, sporting 
his Panama hat 
and smoking a 
cigar.

We did have 
some free time – 
to visit the Grotto, 
shop or just 
socialize with our 
teammates, who 
really became our 

friends. Another unforgettable, blessed week.
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Seminarian Will Cook has arrived at St. 
Anne Church where he will spend the summer. 
Will was born in 1985 and raised in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, where his parents still live. He grew 
up Catholic, and while he received all the 
Sacraments of Initiation at the proper times, 
he says he didn’t really begin to take his faith 
seriously until he was a junior in college. It was 
in 2009 that he graduated from Oklahoma 
State University with a bachelor’s degree in 
Construction Management Technology, but it 
was in the years prior that he felt a desire to 
serve in the U.S. Marine Corps. After 
graduation and commissioning as a Marine 
Lieutenant, he spent several years in Okinawa, 
Japan, and "nished up his four-year 
commission in Albany, Georgia.#

#After leaving the Marine Corps in 2013, Will 
spent a year as a Missionary with the Salesian 
organization:#Volunteers in Discernment, 
Education, and Solidarity#(VIDES). During the 
mission, he lived, worked, and worshiped with 
a community of nine Salesian priests and two 
brothers. The charism of the community was 

to teach underprivileged youth, which 
provided Will with a variety of opportunities to 
help out at their neighboring school and to 
also assist the priests in teaching catechism to 
the students. “I found this particular 
experience to be one of the most ful"lling 
endeavors of my life, and it was then, for the 
"rst time in my life, that I felt a strong calling to 
Holy Orders,” Will says.#

#After returning from his mission trip, Will 
moved to Savannah and began working for a 
residential construction company. He says he 
continually found himself re$ecting on the 
mission trip and thinking about what God was 
really calling him to do. After a continued 
period of discernment, Will decided that going 
to seminary was where he was supposed to 
be. “And so here I am,” he says. “I’ve just 
"nished my second year, it was great, and I 
feel absolutely privileged to be able to spend 
the summer here in Columbus at St. Anne’s! 
I’m really looking forward to getting to meet, 
talk, and worship with all of y’all this summer! 

God Bless!”

Courtesy of St. Anne 
Catholic Church, 
Columbus, GA.

Meet 
Seminarian 
Will Cook
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