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Essay Judging
by Dick Lee and Frank Campbell

Photo by Fr. Mark Ross
Judging for this year's Vocations Essay
Contest took place in Augusta on Saturday
December 2 at Father Charlie’s House next to
St. Mary on the Hill. Fr. Charlie was a much
beloved Maryknoll priest who served at St.
Mary on the Hill from 2005 to 2014. He died
in 2015 at the age of 88, having served as a
priest for 61 years.
Seven of the judges (Alex and Ann Guira,
Richard and Josie Lee, Chuck Medlock,

Michael Johnson and Jessica Marsala) drove
up from Savannah and were joined by Dee
and Frank Campbell, Janine Bang, and
Jennifer Hitt of the St. John Vianney Vocation
Ministry of Augusta. A delicious lunch was
provided by the Augusta Ministry. Father
Ross, the pastor of St. Mary on the Hill,
formerly of St. James in Savannah, joined us
for lunch.
In the !rst round of judging, each essay
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was read by a judge who determined if the
essay should go on to the second round. In
the second round of judging, each essay was
read by every judge who scored it on how
well it answered the essay question.
Here are this year's winning schools:
Catholic Schools:
1st place – St. Anne (Columbus)
2nd place – St. Mary on the Hill
(Augusta)
Honorable Mention – St. John the
Evangelist (Valdosta)
Faith Formation programs:
1st place – St. Anne (Richmond Hill)
2nd place – St. Anne (Richmond Hill)
3rd place – St. Anne (Richmond Hill)
Honorable Mention – St. Anne
(Richmond Hill)

The judges observed that some students
seemed to have di"culty answering both
parts of a two part question. It was
mentioned that perhaps in the future two
part questions could be used for the 11th
grade contest but that it may be better if the
7th grade question was a single part
question.
It was also mentioned that copies of some
of the essays could be forwarded to priests,
sisters, or deacons who had been mentioned
by name in the essays as someone the
students had recognized as a good example
of a vocation.
We will soon need to start thinking about
the question and deadline dates for the 11th
grade contest, but for now, a big thank you to
all of this year’s essay contest judges!

This year’s topic: "What is your favorite memory of a priest or religious and how could that
memory inspire you to consider a vocation?"

Awards will
be presented
to the winners
and honorable
mentions later
in January or
February.
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SAVO
CHRISTMAS
PARTY

Article and photos by Peter Paolucci
The St. John Vianney Vocations Ministry of Savannah gathered again to
celebrate the joyous season at Gretchen and John Reese's lovely home, on
Saturday December 16 with a wonderful Christmas Brunch.
We had a good turnout as more than 20
members and friends were in attendance.
Ziemowit Janaszek and Jacek Kosakowski, the
seminarian candidates from Poland, now in
Savannah living at St. James and taking
English language courses at
SCAD, joined us for the
party plus Fr. Pablo also
was there.
The table was
over#owing as members
brought their favorite
delicious party dishes to
share with each other. We
are blessed by many great

cooks and once again, John Reese served up a
delicious Virginia ham.
Members re#ected on the recently
concluded Vocations Essay Contest as judging
took place earlier this month
and several of our members
traveled to Augusta to
participate. And we all sent
out the beautiful original
Savannah Vocations
Christmas cards, designed
by Walt Kessel, to all the
priests, sisters, deacons
and seminarians in the
Diocese of Savannah. Our
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e$orts to promote and
support vocations
!nished the year with a
#ourish.
Fr. Pablo spoke brie#y
to the group giving us an
update on the Vocations
Program and indicated
that things are going well.
We have two projected
priest ordinations this
year as well as three
transitional diaconate
ordinations. He is currently screening several
candidates for admission to the seminary
program; two look very good and a couple of

others are quite promising. With Ziemowit
entering the seminary in January and Jacek in
August after their English studies, we could
have as many as six new men in the seminary
this coming year.
The principal message that Fr. Pablo
passed along was that the Vatican issued new
guidelines for priestly formation last year.
The Vatican’s Congregation for the Clergy
has updated the instrument for the formation
of priests. Entitled Ratio Fundamentalis
Institutionis Sacerdotalis or ‘The Gift of
Priestly Vocation’, it is meant to provide
guidelines for the formation of priests, which

“needed to be revamped,
renewed, and restored to
the center.” The new
norms seek to take into
account the rapid
evolution in “historical,
socio-cultural, and
ecclesiastical contexts.”
The gift of the priestly
vocation, placed by God in
the hearts of some men,
obliges the Church to
propose to them a
serious journey of formation.
One important innovation is the
introduction of a “propaedeutic period upon
entrance to the Seminary.” This propaedeutic
stage of formation should be “not less than
one year or more than two” and is meant to
validate the vocation of candidates.
The objective is to form good priests, who
in addition to having passed all the exams,
have a demonstrated human, spiritual and
pastoral maturation necessary to be good
shepherds.
Each country will study the implications of
these worldwide guidelines and sometime in
the next few years the USCCB will issue
revised guidelines of priestly formation in the
United States.
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Roman
Holiday

Article and Photos by Dick Lee
Josie Lee and I spent 4 days in Rome in
early December. On Wednesday, December
6, we attended an early Mass in St. Peter’s
Basilica, followed by attendance at the Papal
Audience with Pope Francis. The talk by Pope
Francis, covered a variety of topics including
the su$ering of migrants, and was translated
into in several languages including French,
Spanish, Italian, Dutch, English, Polish and
German. We were near the passage where
Pope Francis entered and exited; Josie was
excited that she was able to touch Pope
Francis’ head as he bent over to kiss a baby
near her.
Afterwards we visited with Bobby Phillips
and Deacon Drew Larkin, two seminarians
from the Savannah Diocese, who are
attending the Ponti!cal North American
College in Rome. They arranged for us to
have lunch with the other seminarians,

approximately 200 of them, at the seminary,
which overlooks St. Peter’s. We had an
opportunity to meet several of the
seminarians from various parts of the United
States and enjoyed a nice chat with them
about the courses they were taking and
seminary life in Rome. We came away with
the impression that they are learning a great
deal from their courses in ethics, scripture,
ancient Greek and canon law and looking
forward to their eventual ordination to the
priesthood.
After lunch we took in the beautiful view
of the Sistine Chapel and St. Peter’s Basilica
from outside the seminary. The rest of our
days in Rome were spent seeing various
sights, including the Parthenon, while
enjoying stops for gelato and roasted
chestnuts.
A rewarding trip to the Eternal City.
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