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FILM AND ASPIRANT HIGHLIGHT JANUARY MEETING By Peter Paolucci
Top Right: Jessica Schira and her mother, Carmen (Photo By Michael J. Johnson/SC); Bottom Right: Sr. 
Donna Loeper with Jessica (Photo by Peter Paolucci)

We had a slightly di!erent program at 
the January 20th meeting of the St. John 
Vianney Vocations Ministry of Savannah. 
Mike Williams arranged for us to view a 
"lm on religious life, released by the 

Council of Major Superiors of Women 
Religious, called For Love Alone — The 
Story of Women Religious. The video gave 
us a glimpse into the lives of modern 
women who have responded to a 



2

personal call to 
follow Jesus Christ 
with the gift of 
their own lives. 
This inspiring 
journey 
showcases the 
stories of sisters 
from multiple 
communities from 
their "rst hearing 
of the call to their 
daily lives now — 
praying, 
accompanying the 
poor, tending the 
sick, comforting 
the elderly, 
teaching the 
young, and 
protecting the 
most vulnerable. 
The "lm reveals 
the joys discovered 
by women who live For Love Alone. 

After the "lm, Mike Williams, Sister 
Kelly’s father, highlighted several things 
that stood out for him that were worthy 
of repeating. “The "rst one was, ‘Jesus is 
more than enough to satisfy my needs.’ 
After thinking about that, I said yep, that 
is what all of us have been crying for 
since we became faithful. And the Dad’s 
response ‘I don’t have to worry about my 
daughter anymore.’  I know exactly what 
he is saying. She’s set, I can be part of her 

life but she is in 
her life. I am 
thankful that 
Kelly is in an 
order where I can 
at least talk to 
her a couple of 
times a week,” 
Mike 
commented.

Lori Williams, 
Sister Kelly’s 
mother, 
observed that all 
of the orders 
shown were 
habited 
communities 
which may not 
appeal to all 
young women 
interested in a 
vocation to 
religious life. It 

was mentioned that another "lm, which 
focuses on religious communities that do 
not wear a habit, may be forthcoming in 
the future. 

Sr. Donna mentioned that something 
stood out for her and she wrote it down. 
She too was struck by the comment that 
Jesus is enough to satisfy my heart.

“I wrote that down because I thought it 
was perfect. As I get older, I re#ect on the 
fact that Jesus is enough for me,” she 
said.

Peter Paolucci
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Following the "lm, 
as a Special Added 
Attraction,  we heard 
from Jessica Schira, a 
young woman called 
to religious life. Sam 
Alzheimer of Vianney 
Vocations recently 
contacted me about 
Jessica who  has been 
accepted to enter the 
Capuchin Poor Clares 
in Wilmington, DE. 
Since we were 
scheduled to view the 
"lm “For Love Alone,” 
it seemed 
appropriate to invite her to say a few 
words to us about her call to religious life 
and her pathway forward.

Jessica initially discussed her calling as 
follows:

“It is a pleasure for me to be here and 
it is a blessing to share my story. I am 
from the Dominican Republic and it was a 
blessing to come to this country, study for 
a career that I loved and then the Lord 
called me. When the Lord called me, I 
spent three years to say yes. After I 
decided to put God "rst in my life and 
said yes to the Lord, everything started to 
line up. With this realization taking hold in 
my life, I felt a calling to be a nun and a 
peace came that turned every hardship 
into God strengthening and purifying my 
soul.”

Jessica is currently living 
with some of her family in 
Guyton. She is an Aspirant 
in the Labouré Society 
which exists to provide 
"nancial assistance and 
spiritual support to 
individuals who must 
resolve education$loans in 
order to pursue a vocation 
to the priesthood and/or 
religious life in the Catholic 
Church. 

The Poor Clares are 
very excited to see Jessica 
enter formation as soon as 
possible, however she is 
currently working with the 

Labouré Society to eliminate the student 
debt that she has accumulated, before 
she can enter the cloistered religious 
order.

“I need your help to pursue God’s will. 
My fellow Aspirants and I are grateful for 
any support you may be able to provide. 
In making our vocation possible you 
become part of our gift to God. Please 
know you are and will remain in our 
prayers of gratitude,” she concluded.

Jessica handed out an information 
packet on the Labouré Society. You can 
listen to her vocation story at 
www.labouresociety.org/jessica-schira as 
well as learn how to make a donation to 
the organization. 

Peter Paolucci

http://www.labouresociety.org/jessica-schira
http://www.labouresociety.org/jessica-schira
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HOLY HOUR FOR CONSECRATED LIFE
The St. John Vianney Vocations Ministry of 

Savannah celebrated a special Holy Hour for 
the World Day of Prayer for Consecrated 
Life on Sunday, January 28 at St.Frances 
Cabrini Church. Rev. Gabe Cummings was the 
presider.

In 1997, Pope John Paul II instituted a day of 
prayer for women and men in consecrated 
life.!This celebration is normally attached to the 
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord on 
February 2nd, (Celebrated in Parishes February 
3-4). This Feast is also known as Candlemas 
Day; the day on which candles are blessed 
symbolizing Christ who is the light of the world. 

So too, those in consecrated life are called to 
reflect light of Jesus Christ to all peoples.!

On this day, the Universal Church unites in 
prayer for all men and women in consecrated 
life and asks the Lord of the harvest to inspire 
and call our present generation of young 
Catholics to follow Jesus in religious life.!

If you were unable to attend the Holy Hour, 
we invite you to take some time to pray the 
following prayer of intercession for 
someone!you know who is living the 
consecrated life or presently!discerning a 
vocation as a religious brother, sister or priest. !
Keep them in your prayers.

!

PRAYER FOR CONSECRATED LIFE
WE PRAY: For those who are consecrated to God by the vows of chastity, poverty and 

obedience. May they always reveal the love of Christ to those they encounter and continue to 
enrich our world by their dedicated lives of prayer. 

That the life and mission of the men and women in consecrated life be a means of 
sanctification for them and building up the kingdom of God. 

For those who have responded to the prompting of the Holy Spirit to be a consecrated 
person that they may experience the support of the Church as they continue their growth in 
holiness.

That many young women will be open to Jesus’ call to consecrated life to serve the many 
needs of the Church and of the world.

For all men and women preparing for the consecrated life or priesthood, that their days of 
formation be filled with joy, peace and the certainty of God’s Love. 

Amen
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Catholic Schools:
1st place — Ava Kurtz, St. Anne-Pacelli (Columbus)
2nd place — Kathryn Lanham, St. Mary on the Hill (Augusta)
3rd place — Grady Walker, St. Mary on the Hill (Augusta)
Honorable Mention — Catriona Moore, St. John the Evangelist (Valdosta)

Faith Formation programs:
1st place — Matthew McKinley, St. Anne (Richmond Hill)
2nd place — William Schmidt, St. Anne (Richmond Hill)
3rd place — Gavin Rokosz, St. Anne (Richmond Hill)
Honorable Mention — Elijah Cerrone, St. Anne (Richmond Hill)

Honorable Mentions: schools/faith formation programs with no winners

Schools
St. Peter the Apostle, Savannah — Mary Bell
St. Peter Claver, Macon — Kovin Batten
St. Teresa, Albany — Valeria Barragan
St. Francis Xavier, Brunswick — Sam Norris
St. Frances Cabrini, Savannah — Joey Richardson
St. James, Savannah — Alana Beddow
!
Faith Formation
St. James, Savannah — Karla Miranda
St. Francis Xavier, Brunswick — Ella Lane

2017 ESSAY 
WINNERS

mailto:waltkessel@comcast.net
mailto:waltkessel@comcast.net
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After publication of the Roman Holiday story authored by Dick Lee in 
the December issue of Vocatio, we received the following email from 
Monsignor O’Neill:

“Error in the Roman vacation story. The Parthenon is in Athens 
and not in Rome. The Pantheon is in Rome. No big deal but I 
could not resist making a comment.”

Msgr O.

We answered Msgr. O’Neill as follows:
It was not a mistake but rather a premature disclosure of our 
“Grand Plan” to move the Parthenon to Rome, which was 
inadvertently revealed in the Vocatio story. We would hope to 
offer a combination tour ticket — "Visit the Two Historic "P’s"

Roman 

Holiday
Article and Photos by Dick Lee


