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THE LORD HAS ANSWERED OUR PRAYERS

As members of the St. John Vianney 
Vocations ministry, we continually ask the 
Lord of the Harvest to send more laborers 
into the harvest by saying the Diocesan Prayer 
for Vocations every day.  On Saturday June 30, 
when Bishop Gregory J. Hartmayer, OFM 
Conv. ordained Deacon Christopher Ray 

Hassel and Deacon Andrew Taylor Larkin as 
Catholic priests at the Cathedral of St. John 
the Baptist, we saw our prayers being 
answered.

These young men have been discerning 
their vocations and studying for priestly 
ministry for many years:
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— Chris Hassel, whose home parish is 
Sacred Heart Church in Warner Robins, 
studied for the priesthood at St. Vincent de 
Paul Regional Seminary in Boynton Beach, FL.

— Drew Larkin, whose home parish is St. 
Peter Claver Church in Macon, studied at the 
Ponti!cal North American College in Vatican 
City.

The Sacrament of Holy Orders is the 
continuation of Jesus Christ’s priesthood, 
which He bestowed upon His Apostles. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church refers to the 
Sacrament of Holy Orders as “the sacrament 
of apostolic ministry.” The word “ordination” 
comes from the Latin word ordinatio, which 
means to incorporate someone into an order. 
In the Sacrament of Holy Orders, a man is 
incorporated into the priesthood of Christ.

At the beginning of the ceremony, after Fr. 
Pablo Migone presented the candidates and 
attested to their worthiness to become 
priests, Bishop Hartmayer announced, “We 
choose you for the order of Priesthood.”

In his homily, Bishop Hartmayer said, “This 
is a day of great joy for the Church of 

Savannah and for you, 
Chris and Drew, a day of awe and wonder. In 
the presence of those who have nurtured you, 
I will ordain you priests of Jesus Christ in the 
ministry of the Diocese of Savannah.”

He recalled what the Lord said to Jeremiah 
when he asked “Why me Lord?”

“The Lord says to both of you. 
 – Do not be afraid for I am with you. 
 – I will give you the words to say.  
 – I will not leave you alone in the desert. 
You will do well to remember that the Lord 

will not abandon you. 
“Thank you for your faith. For witnessing 

your faith as a missionary of Jesus Christ. And 
so my prayer for you is that you will !nd great 
joy in the priesthood of Jesus Christ. May God 
who has begun this good work in you bring it 
to ful!llment.”

After the Laying on of Hands and the 
changing into priestly vestments, each of the 
new priests knelt before Bishop Hartmayer 
and had their palms anointed with Holy 
Chrism while he said, “The Lord Jesus Christ, 
whom the Father anointed with the Holy 
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Spirit, guard and preserve you, that you may 
sanctify the Christian people and o"er 
sacri!ces to God.”

In conclusion he advised them, 
“Understand what you do.
Imitate what you celebrate.
Conform your life to the mystery of the 

Lord’s cross.” 
They are the sixth and seventh priests 

ordained by Bishop Hartmayer since 2011 
and will join the 115 active and retired priests 
in the 90-county Diocese of Savannah. In 
addition, since the beginning of our Vocations 

Ministry back in 2002, 35 young men have 
been ordained to the priesthood.

Fr. Hassel will be assigned as parochial 
vicar of St. Francis Xavier Parish in Brunswick 
and its mission, Nativity of Our Lady in 
Darien.

Fr. Larkin’s !rst assignment is as parochial 
vicar at St. Anne Parish in Richmond Hill. He 
will also serve part time in the Marriage 
Tribunal at the Catholic Pastoral Center in 
Savannah.

Please pray for them as they begin their 
priestly ministry.

Screen grab from live feed
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Clergy 
Appreciation 

Supper

The Annual Clergy Appreciation Supper was 
held on Thursday evening, June 28 at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall on Liberty Street in 
Savannah. Priests and sisters from the Savannah 
Deanery attended to receive  appreciation for 
their efforts to serve the people of God.  As is 
customary, the seminarians from the Diocese of 
Savannah were also in attendance, including 
Deacons Chris Hassel and Drew Larkin who were 
scheduled to be ordained to the priesthood on 
Saturday, June 30th.

In his remarks, Chuck Medlock, President of 
the St. John Vianney Vocations Ministry of 
Savannah said, “It is great to be here tonight for 
this special celebration. We give thanks to our 
priests and sisters for their dedication and 
devotion to the Lord’s work serving the faithful 
in our diocese. We are also thankful for the 
young men with us tonight who are in the 
seminary studying to become priests and 
minister to the people of the Diocese of 
Savannah. You have been in our prayers.  

“The Savannah Vocations Ministry is also 
celebrating as we have made some significant 

accomplishments this past year. In addition to 
the 7th Grade Essay Contest we added the 11th 
Grade Contest this Spring. The entries we 
received were inspiring and the winning essays 
were published in the May edition of the 
Southern Cross. We also created a new brochure 
and banner which features our ministry’s 
mission, objectives and all our activities. Walt 
Kessel recently created some new ads to plant 
seeds for those considering becoming a priest or 
religious. The first editions appeared in the June 
issue of the Southern Cross.

“It has been a special year and we look 
forward to continuing our mission to promote 
and affirm vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life in the Diocese of Savannah.

“It is a blessing to have the opportunity to 
read essay entires. I wish that many of you 
could read them also. It is wonderful to see and 
hear how so many of you have touched the 
hearts and minds of these young people. How 
deeply they admire you and are thankful for 
your leadership.  You are an inspiration to 
them.”       —Peter Paolucci
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In mid June, Bishop Hartmayer admitted four of 
our seminarians, Lewis King, Nate Swann, Will Cook 
and Steven Mallar to Candidacy. 

Candidacy is a rite which takes place during 
seminary formation, by which the Church recognizes 
the seminarian as worthy of being ordained. This is a 
formal acceptance of a seminarian as he proceeds 
with greater confidence toward Holy Orders. After 
receiving the Institutions of Reader and Acolyte, the 
petitioner may aspire to receive Orders. This 
aspiration is formally known as Advancement to 
Candidacy. 

The Admission to Candidacy rite offers the 
candidates for ordination the opportunity to 
publicly express their intention to receive ordination 
as a Deacon and perhaps later as a Priest. The 

aspirant composes beforehand and then signs and 
dates before the start of the rite, in the presence of 
the Bishop, a declaration stating his conscious 
intention to serve others in the Spirit of 
Compassionate Presence as an ordained cleric and is 
making this intention freely on his own accord. The 
Bishop also signs and dates this declaration 
attesting acknowledgement of receipt thereof in the 
name of the Church. 

This Rite is usually done at the seminary where 
the men study, but due to changes at Mount Saint 
Mary's Seminary in Emmitsburg where these four 
men study, Bishop Hartmayer had the opportunity to 
accept these men as candidates to Holy Orders.

— Peter Paolucci!
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