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“I AM THERE IF
YOU NEED ME”
Deacon Hosea BennetT
guest speaker
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Our Programs Chair, Anne Antol, has always
come up with very interesting speakers. Our
guest speaker at the November Savannah
Vocations Ministry meeting, Deacon Hosea
Bennett, was no exception. He entertained us
recounting his journey from growing up in a
non-Catholic household on the Westside of
Savannah, to a deacon at Resurrection of Our
Lord Catholic Church.
He and his brothers attended St. Anthony
Catholic School because his mother, who was a
Baptist, wanted them to get a good education.
He did his last year at Benedictine and then
attended Albany State University where he
majored in History and Political Science.

Although he attended Catholic school his
entire life, Hosea wasn’t baptized a Catholic until
April 1,1968. Since his mother was a Baptist, she
believed one should not be baptized until a
young adult.
Fr. Ed Begley, a priest that he was very close
to during his upbringing, encouraged Hosea to
become a priest. His mother pointed out that he
liked girls too much to consider a celibate life, so
he didn’t pursue that avenue.
However, in 2005 when the Diocese of
Savannah announced that a Permanent
Diaconate Class would be beginning soon,
Hosea saw this as an anointed pathway to serve
the Lord while in the Sacrament of Marriage.
With his mother’s blessing, he studied to
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become a deacon from 2007— 2012. Hosea was ordained
by Bishop Hartmayer along with 14 other permanent
deacons and 3 transitional deacons in the Cathedral of St.
John the Baptist in Savannah on May 26, 2012. (I’ll never
forget the image of those 18 men lying prostrate in the
aisle during the ceremony.)
Deacon Hosea confessed in the beginning he had no
idea how to help people. “We’re all children of God, called
to serve the Lord. When I became a deacon, God set me
aside. My mother and father nurtured me. I was weak but
they always knew I had something.”
His mother became a Catholic in 1988; after her
baptism his mother remarked, “I should have done this a
long time ago.”
He met his wife, Jean, in Bainbridge, Georgia; they have
three children, Krisha 44, Portia 38 and Michael 33.
Hosea worked as a Case worker in Albany, Georgia for
30 years. “After being away from Savannah for 45 years,
God wanted me to come back home. I know why God sent
me to Resurrection — to help build up the spiritual life of
the parish,” he said.
“But I want to do more for everybody not only at
Resurrection,” he continued. “I will be there if you need me.”
In conclusion, Deacon Hosea said, “Time is growing
short for all of us. Time is running out. While we are here
let’s do it with our mind, heart and soul to serve the Lord.”

3

BC Chapel

Our first Holy Hour for Vocations of the new year sponsored by the St. John Vianney
Vocations Ministry of Savannah was held on Sunday November 4, 2018 at the BC Chapel. Fr.
Frank Ziemkiewicz, OSB was the presider .
The week of November 4th was National Vocations Awareness Week (NVAW), a special time
for the church in the United States to actively foster and pray for a culture of vocations. This
annual week-long celebration is dedicated to promoting vocations to the priesthood,
diaconate and consecrated life through prayer and education.
Sponsored by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Clergy, Consecrated
Life, and Vocations, it is designed to help promote vocation awareness and to encourage
young people to ask the question: “To what vocation in life is God calling me?”
The next three Holy Hours have all been scheduled through the diligent effort of Sister
Donna. The Holy Hour, honoring the World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life, will be held on
January 28, 2019, at Blessed Sacrament Church with Fr. Brett Brannen as our presider.
The March 3, 2019 Holy Hour in recognition of National Catholic Sisters Week will be led by Fr.
Pablo Migone at the Pastoral Center.
And our last Holy Hour of the year will be held Sunday May 5, 2019 in conjunction with the
World Day of Prayer for Vocations at Resurrection of Our Lord Church led by Deacon Hosea
Bennett.
Please mark your calendar and invite a friend to join us to ask the Lord of the Harvest to
send more workers into his vineyard.
—Peter Paolucci
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Augusta Celebrates Clergy and Religious
By Michelle Migone
Photos by Sarah Bernal
On Sunday November
4th, faithful from the
Augusta Deanery gathered
for another memorable
Clergy and Religious
Appreciation Dinner. The
event kicked o! Vocations
Awareness Week and was
the 10th annual dinner
honoring and celebrating
the priests, deacons and religious in the area.
The event was held at St. Teresa of Avila Catholic
Church in Grovetown and was organized by the St. John
Vianney Vocations Ministry of Augusta. Bishop Gregory
Hartmayer was in attendance along with Fr. Pablo
Migone, Vocations Director for the Diocese, who was
the guest speaker for the evening. This year two
seminarians also attended, Deacon Bobby Phillips
along with Christopher Awiliba, both completing their
pastoral year.
As in past years, the event included a social
hour from 6:00 – 7:00 PM with cash bar and
live entertainment by Eryn Eubanks and the
Family Fold, a favorite from past events. After
a brief welcome and introduction of our
guests by the MC for the evening, SJV member
Frank Campbell, the guests enjoyed a
delicious catered bu!et supplied by SJV
member"Terry Wick and his crew. A delicious
assortment of desserts were donated by
several members of the community as well.
Once all guests had enjoyed their dinner,
they attentively listened to Fr. Pablo Migone.
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He spoke to us about seminary life and what, as a
Vocations Director, he observed in one of his recent
visits to Saint Joseph College Seminary near Covington,
Louisiana with Bishop Hartmayer.
“I saw 140 joyful young men, only 30 of whom were
over 22 . I also saw priests and faculty members
who know the seminarians well,” shared Fr.
Pablo. He emphasized that “This was a seminary
that puts into practice what the Church is asking
seminaries to do, forming men by following Pope
John Paul II’s exhortation Pastores Dabo Vobis,
which outlines the four pillars necessary for the
formation of young men: Human, Spiritual,
Pastoral and Academic.”
Finally, he quipped that “There is a saying
among vocation directors that you can tell the
health of a seminary by considering two
components during your visit:
1. There are men praying in the chapel and
2. There are men laughing in the dinning room.”
As a Vocations Director for the Diocese of Savannah,
he recalled mentioning to Bishop Hartmayer how
surprised he was about the number of men
who continually contact him interested in
discerning a vocation. To which Bishop
Hartmayer replied, “You shouldn’t be,
considering we say the Prayer for Vocations
every day throughout the Diocese.” "
Bishop Hartmayer closed the evening
with a blessing and thanked us all for
supporting our priests, deacons, religious and
seminarians. With #ve new men joining our
seminarian ranks this year, the future looks
promising indeed!
All proceeds from the dinner fund the
ministry’s e!orts to support seminarians in
the Diocese."Throughout "the year each
seminarian receives a check from the Augusta
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Ministry for Easter, Christmas and his
Birthday. The funds also pay for the prizes
for the 7th and 11th grade Vocations Essay
Contests and #nancially support the
Diocesan Vocations Summer Camps for
young men and women.

In Memoriam

Rev. Jacek Szuster
Most Holy Trinity

Rev. Lou Lindsay
St. Mary on the Hill

IS IT FOR YOU?
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The Knights of Columbus in
c o o p e ra t i o n w i t h t h e
Shrine of St. Jean Vianney
in Ars, France, are
sponsoring a national tour
of the relic of the incorrupt
heart of St. John Vianney,
the patron saint of parish
priests.
The relic, normally kept
with the incorrupt body of
St. John Vianney at the
Shrine of St. John Vianney
in the Basilique d'Ars in
Ars-Sur-Formans in France,
made a stop at St.
Bernard's Chapel at Mount
St Mary's Seminary in
Emmitsburg, MD.
BIshop Hartmayer and Fr. Pablo Migone recently
visited our ﬁve seminarians studying at Mount
Saint Mary's Seminary in Emmitsburg, MD. and
celebrated morning Mass with them.

Priests of the Diocese took out some of the
seminarians for dinner. The priests were a"ending
a “recently-ordained” workshop at St Vincent de
Paul Seminary in Boynton Beach FL.
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