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Our guest speaker at the March 30th meeting of the Savannah Vocations Ministry was Fr. 
Thomas Murphy, 32 years a priest for the Diocese of Savannah. He's a native of Savannah, 
born in the old St. Joseph's Hospital and was a member of Sacred Heart Parish.! He 
graduated from St. James School and later from Benedictine. Ultimately he graduated from 
Mount St. Mary's College and Seminary and was ordained to the priesthood in the 
Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in 1986.

Fr. Tom has served in several parishes in the Diocese and has been pastor of Our Lady of 
Lourdes in Port Wentworth since 2015.! He is also the pastor of the new Corpus Christi 
Church in Pooler.!Fr. Tom began his talk by telling us that we would learn some interesting 
things about himself: 

PRAYER IS THE GREATEST 
POWER ON EARTH

Photographed and transcribed by Peter Paolucci

I have been associated with several 
parishes in town which is typical for a 
Catholic in Savannah. My family roots are in 
Sacred Heart, I went to Cabrini for a while 
and used to go to the Cathedral a lot, down 
in the basement, when I worked for the city. 

Growing up in Savannah, I helped my 

my good friend Vic Power when he opened 
his place on River Street in the late 70s. I did 
mostly construction work throughout high 
school and college mostly for a wonderful 
gentleman named “Willie Teston” who was 
the older brother of Brother Joe Teston, a 
well known religious brother in Savannah at 
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one time. I was a carpenter’s 
helper back then and I am a 
carpenter’s helper now.

I received a business degree 
from Armstrong and was 
interested in personnel but also 
criminal justice.

I’ve known many di!erent priests 
over the years but I would have 
to zero in on Monsignor 
John Cuddy who stands 
out for me. He was always 
a gentle, kind man. Also 
holy and so prayerful, a 
great pastor. Through his 
in"uence I entered the 
seminary program while in 
college.#

I didn't stay long and 
served as a policeman in 
Savannah for 3 years.Through 
the encouragement of police 
chaplains Fr. Pat O'Brien 
and Fr. Frank of the 
Greek Orthodox 
Church, I re-entered 
the seminary. 

Fr. Brett Brannen 
emphasized prayer a 
few years ago and I 
think that is the 
answer to the priest 
shortage, the priest 
scandal or the priest 
whatever. We need to be 
proactive. And prayer is the greatest power 
on earth but how many of us pray every day 

for our priests and for vocations. I 
think you are a group that does, so 
thank you very much.
A Catholic nun, Sister Mary 
Margaret, taught me early on that 
prayers are never wasted, they go 
somewhere, someplace, and 

sometime they touch 
someone. But they are never 
wasted.
Sometimes God says yes and 
we are happy. But we want 
what we want when we want 
it.

Sometimes God says no and we get 
mad…He didn’t answer us. Yes he did, He 
said no.

Fr. Tom went on to tell the 
story of a priest who kind of felt like a failure. 

He had numerous mediocre 
assignments during his career, 

he was not a good 
administrator and was never 

made a Monsignor. When 
he died and went to 

heaven, he was before 
the Lord and was 
saying what a failure 
he was as a priest. 
But he was always a 

prayerful and a 
spiritual person. The Lord 
said no, showed him a 

host of glori"ed souls and 
said all these souls you 

somehow touched. Your priesthood was not a 
waste at all.
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Somehow by God’s grace I have 
been a priest for 32 years and I’m 
here talking to you today, getting 
ready to o!er the Masses at Corpus 
Christi and Our Lady of Lourdes. 

The Bishop asked me to do the 
so called “Pooler Project”. We 
started out having services in 
an Episcopal Church. Some 
people complained along 
the way but I emphasized 
that we had the Mass 
and therefore we had 
everything. 

The liturgy of the 
Mass is the 
greatest 
prayer.  

Why?  Because we have Jesus right 
there, body and blood, soul and 
divinity. The new Corpus Christ 
Church was blessed by Bishop 

Hartmayer on December 23, 
2018. 

We must have a 
priest to say Mass and 
that is why vocations are 
important. Without a 
priest there is no 
Eucharist and without 
the Eucharist there is no 
church. I strongly 
recommend saying the 
rosary daily for priests 

and vocations if 
one is so inclined.

Go ahead,  
Put it on your list

ST. JOHN VIANNEY VOCATIONS MINISTRY OF SAVANNAH
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Go ahead, 
Put it on your list
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On Wednesday evening March 21st, at First Vespers of the Solemnity of the Passing of Our 
Holy Father Saint Benedict, Abbot Cletus received three postulants, Father Matthew 
Simmons, Anthony Visintainer, and Christian Peterson, into the novitiate, at St. Bernard’s  
Monastery   in Cullman, AL, giving them (respectively) the religious names Father Isaac, 
Brother Lazarus, and Brother Andrew. Brother Lazarus (Anthony Visintainer) from 
Augusta, GA, was formerly a seminarian for the Diocese of Savannah.
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Our Vocations Ministry held the third Holy 
Hour of the year to commemorate National 
Catholic Sisters Week on March 3, 2019 in St. 
Mary’s Chapel at the Catholic Pastoral Center. 
Fr. Pablo Migone, Vocations Director for the 
Diocese of Savannah was the celebrant.

National Catholic Sisters Week (NCSW) 
invites all to celebrate women religious from 
March 8-14.#NCSW is an annual celebration 
that began in 2014 to honor women religious 
with a series of events that instruct, 
enlighten, and bring greater focus on the 
lives of these incredible women. It’s a chance 

to recognize all that they do, with the hope 
that as more young women learn about 
women religious, more will choose to follow 
their example.

They serve God through a diversity of 
ministries. Some live cloistered lives in 
contemplative prayer, while others work on 
the front lines of global change, striving to 
improve various aspects of society, from 
environmental change to healthcare reform 
to human rights issues. All $nd ways to make 
the world a better place. They may have had 
a positive impact in your life through their 
work in your community, even if you didn’t 
know they were women religious.

Catholic Sisters are such integral parts of 
our communities and our Church—working 
joyfully and often without fanfare—but they 
are among us. They are our friends and 
relatives, generously serving, leading and 
praying in communities and ministries across 
the country. They make the world a better 
place, bringing God’s love and mercy 
wherever they serve.

FOR Vocations

Sunday , May 5, 2019
 3:00 – 4:00 pm

World Day of Prayer for Vocations
 Resurrection of Our Lord Church

Led by: Deacon Hosea Bennett

Coming 

Soon
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Roger Haneline presented Vocation 
Essays Contest Awards to three students in 
the Faith Formation Program at St. Anne’s 
Church in Richmond Hill on Sunday March 
17, 2019 during the 11:00 AM Mass.

Father Drew Larkin celebrated the Mass 
and mentioned that Rita and Roger were his 
mentors during his seminary years. 

Roger introduced himself as a past 
president of the St. John Vianney Vocations 
Ministry of Savannah and explained that he 
was representing the Southern Cross as well 
as the Augusta and Savannah Vocations 
Ministries.# He presented the awards to:

(Left to right above) 
Honorable Mention – Katrina Fullerton
2nd Place – Olivia Caravella
3rd Place – Grace Sullivan
also shown, Fr. Larkin

He mentioned that this was the third time 
in the last four years that three students 
from St. Anne’s had won awards which 
meant that their DRE Renee Singleton was 
doing a great job.# 

In conclusion, Fr. Larkin commented that 
he'd like to see St. Anne’s students win all 
four awards next year.

Essay Awards 
presented to St. 
Anne students
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$750 —1st prize

$500—2nd prize

$250—3rd prize

Calling all high school juniors
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!e "ne print: 
Open to all Catholic Students in 11th Grade attending any school — public, parochial, or private.

Winning essays will be published in the Southern Cross.
Sponsored by the Augusta Vocations and Savannah Vocations groups and the Southern Cross.

Want a chance to 
win big?

Write your response to 
the following question.

Learn about the Georgia Martyrs—Watch bit.ly/MartyrsVideo

The High School Essays have been submi!ed. Members of 
the Savannah and Augusta Vocations Ministries plus 

representatives from the Southern Cross will gather at St. 
James Church in Savannah on Saturday, April 27 to select 

the winning essays.
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