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"The Lord’s call makes us bearers of a
promise and, at the same time, asks of
us the courage to take a risk, with him
and for him."
(Pope Francis WDPFV 2019)

On May 12, 2019, we celebrate the 56th
Anniversary of the World Day of Prayer for
Vocations, also known as "Good Shepherd
Sunday”. On this day the Church publicly
celebrates vocations to ordained ministry
and religious life in all its forms and publicly
ful!lls the Lord's instruction to, "Pray the
Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his
harvest" (Mt 9:38).

In his message sent to the bishops,
priests, consecrated persons and faithful
worldwide for the 56th World Day of Prayer
for Vocations the Holy Father, Pope Francis,
re"ected on the theme: The courage to take
a risk for God’s promise.
In a recent article published in Vatican
News, Robin Gomes, commented on the
Pope’s message as follows:

The message is a reflection on “how the Lord’s call makes us bearers
of a promise and, at the same time, asks of us the courage to take a risk,
with him and for him”.
Just as Simon, Andrew, James and John had a mixed fortune in
their catch of fish, the Pope said, “much of life is like that”. Sometimes
we enjoy a good catch, sometimes we need the courage to keep our boat
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from being tossed by the waves and at times we are frustrated with
empty nets.
It is at this moment that Jesus approaches the fishermen, breaks
through the “paralysis of routine” and promises to make them fishers of
men.
We too were surprised by the promise of a joy that is capable of
bringing fulfillment to our lives, when we met the person to marry or
when we first felt the attraction for consecrated life.
Rather than an intrusion in our freedom, a “cage” or a burden, the
Pope said, the Lord’s call is a loving initiative whereby God encounters
us and invites us to be part of a great undertaking. He opens before our
eyes the horizon of a greater sea and an abundant catch.
However, embracing the Lord’s promise, the Pope said, demands
the courage to risk making a decision, of putting ourselves on the line
and facing a great challenge. Leaving behind the security of our little
boat that prevents us from making a definitive choice, he said, we are
called to be bold and decisive in seeking God’s plan for our lives, trusting
in the Lord’s promise.
This, the Pope said, is part of the call to Christian life that we all
have received in baptism. It is born and develops through the liturgy,
God’s grace, the sacraments, God’s word, prayer and fraternal sharing.
The Christian life thus finds expression in our decisions that give a
precise direction to our personal journey and also contribute to the
growth of God’s kingdom in our world. These vocations make us
bearers of a promise of goodness, love and justice, not only for ourselves
but also for our societies and cultures, which need courageous
Christians and authentic witnesses of the kingdom of God.
Speaking about the call to consecrated life and priesthood, the
Pope said it can excite as well as frighten us. Our decision to risk
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leaving behind everything to follow the Lord can meet much resistance
in today’s highly secularized contexts. The Holy Father thus urged
young people not to be deaf to the Lord’s call, saying there can be no
greater joy than to risk one’s life for the Lord.
The Pope acknowledged it is not always easy to discern our
vocation and to steer our life in the right direction. Hence the whole
Church – priests, religious, pastoral workers and educators – needs to
provide young people with opportunities for listening and discernment.
Youth ministry and promotion of vocations along with prayer, meditation
on God’s Word, Eucharistic adoration and spiritual accompaniment,
the Pope said, help in discovering God’s plan.
In conclusion, Pope Francis offered young people the model of
Mary, whose vocation, he said, was both a promise and a risk. Her
mission was not easy, yet through her ‘yes’ she did not allow fear to
prevail.
Reprinted with permission
Over the next
few months our
prayers “to send
more laborers
into his harvest”
will be answered
as four new
priests and two

transitional
deacons will be
ordained to serve
the Lord and the
faithful in the
Diocese of
Savannah.
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The Ministry of Lector was conferred on Lewis King on Friday, April 5, 2019, at Mount St.
Mary's Seminary in the Chapel of the Immaculate Conception, by Most Reverend Kevin C.
Rhoades, Bishop of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend. On April 6, The Ministry of
Acolyte was conferred on Esteban Mallar and Will Cook by Bishop Rhoades. (below)
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Father Pablo Migone, our Vocations Director, visited our
three seminarians, Jared Miller, Noah Pace and and Kevin
Braski, at Saint Joseph Seminary College in Saint Benedict,
Louisiana for their final evaluations. They are doing great!
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Here come
da Judge!
Article and
Photos by
Richard and Josie
Lee

The Eleventh Grade Vocation Essay
Contest was jointly sponsored by St. John
Vocations Ministries of Savannah and
Augusta and the Southern Cross. This year’s
topic was “How have the lives of the Georgia
Martyrs inspired you to go on mission to
spread the Catholic Faith to others in our
Diocese of Savannah as a priest, religious or
lay person?” The students were
encouraged to watch the video of the
Georgia Martyrs before writing their essay.
Most students brie!y summarized the
lives of the Georgia Martyrs, followed by
various ideas on how they could inspire
and encourage others in the Catholic faith.

Suggested actions included mission
work, spreading the gospel, increasing
their prayer life and volunteering for
services to help the poor.
On April 27, seven members of St. John
Vianney Vocation Ministry of Savannah,
including Joyce Egan, Marguerite Baxter,
Rosemarie Burns, Richard and Josie Lee, "
Roger and Rita Haneline met at St. James
the Less Catholic Church to judge the
Eleventh Grade Essays. Online judging was
carried out by Chuck Medlock and 3
members of the Vocations Ministry of
Augusta (Michelle Migone, Frank and Dee
Campbell) plus Michael Johnson and
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Jessica Marsala of the Southern Cross.
The judges read many excellent essays
that expressed ideas like “The Georgia Martyrs
are an inspiration to me and many young
Christians to spread the faith and bring people
to the Church.”

answered it in the third person and not how
they were personally inspired. My highest
scores were for those who shared how the
martyrs inspired them personally.”
The online scores will be combined with
the results from the judging session at St.

According to Michelle, “The kids really took
the time to learn about the Martyrs, I was
impressed. And they were all for the most
part very well written, but some did not
answer the question. And others just

James to select the winners.
Refreshments and a delicious lunch were
served at the end of the morning of judging
and discussion of the essays. "Hopefully in
the future more Catholic high schools and
Faith Formation students can be encouraged
to submit essays. Also. that the essay topic
would encourage students to consider
religious vocations.
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