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June 2019

“Here I am, send me”

From the moment of Jesus' conception in 
the womb of Mary until his Resurrection, he 
was !lled with the Holy Spirit."In biblical lan-
guage, he was anointed by the Holy Spirit and 
thus established by God the Father as our 
high priest. As Risen Lord, he remains our 
high priest.  While all the baptized share in 
Christ's priesthood, the ministerial priesthood 
shares this through the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders in a special way."

Ordination to the priesthood is always a 

call and a gift from God. Christ reminded his 
Apostles that they needed to ask the Lord of 
the harvest to send laborers into the harvest. 
Those who seek priesthood respond gener-
ously to God's call using the words of the 
prophet, "Here I am, send me" (Is 6:8)."

Since the founding of the St. John Vianney 
Vocations Ministry of Savannah, originally be-
gun as the Serra Club of Savannah, 35 priests 
have been ordained to serve in our diocese. 
The ordination of 4 more priests this year, the 
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highest number ordained in a single year 
since 2009 when Fr. Pablo Migone was or-
dained, brings the total to 39.

On Saturday June 1, Deacon Patrick May 
was ordained to the priesthood in the Cathe-
dral of St. John the Baptist as his mom, Patty 

and dad, Pete watched proudly from the front 
row.

In his homily Bishop Hartmayer said:
“Today is a day of great joy for the Church 

of Savannah. One of her sons will be or-
dained as a priest of Jesus Christ. Just as Jesus 

spoke to the twelve the words, 
‘Come follow me’, so too does Pat-
rick hear those words in his own 
heart. Patrick, in responding to 
that call you must do so with a to-
tal gift of self. You are to embrace 
the celebration of every sacra-
ment with grace and humility.  
You will anoint the sick, you will 
hear confessions and most impor-
tantly, you will celebrate the 



3

Eucharist, the center of our lives as priests. 
When you pray the words, this is my body 
given for you, this is my blood poured out for 
you, those must be your words too, spoken 
with Christ, that you give your body and your 
blood for the salvation of souls. You are 
called to lead as Christ leads. Keep your eyes 
always !xed on the Good Shepherd and his 
love for his sheep and his tenderness.” 

In anointing his hands during the cere-
mony Bishop Hartmayer said: “Patrick, re-
ceive the oblation of the holy people to be of-
fered to God. Understand what you do, imi-
tate what you celebrate and conform your life 
to the mysteries of the Lord’s cross.

“My son I pray that your ministry may bear 
much fruit. Jesus anoints you today. Through 
my hands the spirit will fall upon you. The 
spirit of the Lord God is upon you because 

the Lord has anointed you. May the Lord 
grant you peace.”
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Now WE Have Seven Too

On Saturday May 25, 2019 Nathanael 
Swann and Carlos Rivero were ordained as 
transitional deacons for the Diocese of Sa-
vannah, by Bishop Gregory J. Hartmayer, 
OFM. Conv., in the Cathedral of St. John the 
Baptist. 

In his sermon Bishop Hartmayer ob-
served, “With the ordination of these two 
men as transitional deacons, that brings the 
total to seven deacons here in the Diocese of 

Savannah, the same number of men who 
were originally appointed to serve the faithful 
as deacons in the early Christian church … at 
least for a week.”

During the Rite of Ordination, through the 
imposition of hands and the invocation of the 
Holy Spirit, Bishop Hartmayer conveyed the 
o#ce  of deacon on these two candidates. 
After they were vested as deacons with the 
stole and dalmatic, he then presented the 
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Book of the Gospels to each of the candi-
dates and said, “Receive the Gospel of Christ, 
whose herald you now 
are. Believe what you 
read, teach what you 
believe and practice 
what you preach.”

According to Fr. Pa-
blo, “Carlos will be as-
signed for the summer 
at Our Divine Saviour 
Church Tifton, GA. 
Nate will do Spanish 

study in Guatemala over the summer and 
then will be assigned at Saint John the Evan-

gelist Church in Valdo-
sta, GA for his pastoral 
year. 
“We anticipate that, 
God willing, Carlos will 
be ordained a priest 
along with Robert Phil-
lips in 2020. And Nate 
is scheduled to be or-
dained in 2021.”

Carlos and Nate — Waiting for the Moment
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Good evening.!Congratulations to!Bishop 
Boland on!your!60th anniversary of ordination 
to the priesthood. It’s great to be here for this 
special celebration. One of my favorite!verses 
from the scriptures is!Psalm 116:12:!“How can I 
ever repay the!Lord!for all his goodness to me?” 
How can we ever repay you for your goodness 
to us. For saying yes to Christ.  For your sacri-
"ces, your wisdom, your dedication, your devo-
tion to love us and to bring us closer to Christ? 

One of the most powerful ways is prayer. 
We experienced this in a special way this 

past winter. One of our members became criti-
cally ill. A#er many weeks in the hospital, she 
ended up ICU in very grave condition. The re-
quests for prayers continued and many of you 
prayed for her. Our prayers were answered. She 
is home and ge$ing stronger each day. We are 
convinced God allowed another miracle, 
because of prayer.

During his homily at last Saturday’s ordina-
tion of Deacons Nate and Carlos, Bishop Hart-
mayer emphasized the importance of the com-
mitment to prayer. He said, “Prayer is not op-
tional for Jesus’ ministers. It will be your life-
blood, your source of inspiration, your indis-
pensable support.

The heart of our work with the St. John Vi-

anney Vocations Ministry is to promote prayer 
for our priests, our religious, our consecrated 
and our seminarians. You may also consider us 
your indispensable support.

Every year we sponsor 4 holy hours at dif-
ferent parishes throughout the deanery on Na-
tional Vocation Awareness Week, World Day of 
Prayer for Consecrated Life, National Catholic 
Sisters Week and World Day of Prayer for Voca-
tions. Our members also pray for you, each and 
every day and those prayers are being an-
swered.

We ordained 2 transitional deacons last Sat-
urday, will ordain Patrick May this Saturday and 
Theodore Agba, Peter Lanshima and Solomon 
Kaanan in early July in Nigeria, as priests for 
the Diocese of Savannah.

We also give!thanks to!all of our!priests and 
religious in a$endance!tonight!for their service 
to the Lord. Thank you for your commitment to 
serving the people of!God.

You will always be in our prayers.

At the!Clergy!Appreciation Supper on May 
30,sponsored jointly by Council 631 of the 
Knight of Columbus and the St. John Vianney 
Vocations Ministry of Savannah, our President, 
Chuck Medlock made the following remarks:
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Peace?Looking for

Consider a

Vocation

Sr. 
Kelly’s 
Vocation 
Journey
By Lori Williams

It was a lovely summer evening on May 30, 
2019 when the Knights of Columbus hosted the 
Appreciation dinner for our Clergy and Religious. 
This is always a special evening where the faithful 
people of Savannah gather to celebrate and share 
tremendous gratitude to all our Clergy and Relig-
ious.

The guest speaker for the evening was my 
daughter, Sr. Kelly Williams RSM and as she re-
lated her vocation story with great enthusiasm 
and joy, her love for God was clearly evident. She 
began her story by sharing that she is the young-
est of 6 children and the coolest aunt to 15 nieces 
and nephews. 

Sr. Kelly grew up with a keen awareness of 
God’s presence in her life and an understanding 
of the importance of God’s will for her. As a small 
child, the Sisters of Mercy lived just down the 
street from our house. One of her earliest memo-
ries she recalled was going to the convent on Hal-
loween and receiving one of the special bags of 
candy treats the Sisters gave to the Catholic pa-
rishioners of St. Frances Cabrini. 

Vocations have always been a special focus of 
our family and Sr. Kelly shared how the presence 
of the Sisters at her parish helped to shape her 
life. Throughout her teen years, the facilitators of 
the “Call to Holiness” camps enhanced her 
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awareness of the uniqueness of each Religious 
Community. Young Kelly also came to learn about 
the importance of the contemplative lifestyle of 
the Benedictines.  As all four of her brothers are 
graduates of BC, Sr. Kelly explained that her con-
nection to the Benedictines also in%uenced her 
formation and made a lasting impact in her life. It 
was very obvious that she was delighted to see 
Fr. Ronald 
Gatman OSB 
at the Ap-
preciation 
Dinner, 
along with 
Fr. Frank 
Ziemkiewicz 
OSB. Sr. 
Kelly shared 
that Fr. Ron-
ald was the 
presider at 
the Mass 
where she 
became a 
professed 
Sister of 
Mercy at her Sacred 
Heart Parish in Biloxi, Mississippi last July.

Sr. Kelly mentioned that while a$ending St. 
Vincent’s Academy she found herself, yet again, 
in the company of the Sisters of Mercy where she 
learned the beautiful “Suscipe of Catherine 
McAuley.” When a$ending Mass throughout her 
high school years she said she found the Dioce-
san Vocations Prayer to be an enriching prayer 
that was a source of inspiration. Just knowing the 
entire Savannah Diocese prays regularly for voca-
tions to the Priesthood, Diaconate and Religious 
Life clearly touches her heart.

Sr. Kelly spoke about how the Benedictine in-
%uence would resonate with her again a#er 

graduating from high school. She was certain God 
had chosen Belmont Abbey College as the right 
"t for her to begin this next chapter in her life. As 
an aside, Sr. Kelly also mentioned that the head-
quarters of what was then the South-Central 
Community of the Sisters of Mercy was located 
directly across the street from the Abbey. She 
added that her relationship with the Sisters of 

Mercy 
would grow 
even 
stronger as 
she would 
see them on 
campus, in 
her classes, 
and as the 
recipient of 
several invi-
tations to 
visit the Sa-
cred Heart 
Convent. 
While there 
were vari-
ous discus-

sions 
throughout her young life, Sr. Kelly said it was 
during her college years that she truly began dis-
cerning Religious Life and created a discernment 
blog. 

A#er graduation, Sr. Kelly shared that she was 
o&ered a job in the Belmont Abbey College Ad-
missions O&ice. She worked for the Abbey for 3 
years but continually questioned if there was still 
something missing.  She became restless and 
wondered if God really was calling her to Relig-
ious life. A#er her meager a$empt at Speed Dat-
ing, she "nally had a serious conversation with 
God. If this was what God wanted, she would 
need to have it in writing. A few days later, a let-
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ter arrived while she was at work in the Admis-
sions o&ice. It began with, “Dear Kelly, Are you a 
Sister yet? This is what you are thinking about 
a#er all.” The le$er she was reading was wri$en 

to herself as a project from a college class 5 years 
previous and sent to her that day by the profes-
sor.

She researched 30 Religious Communities 
through Vision Vocation Network at 
vocationnetwork.org. “I always came back to the 
Sisters of Mercy.” she said. The Mercies do this or 
the Mercies o&er that,” she added. Sr. Kelly 
shared that for her to actively pursue what “God 
was inviting her to do,” she needed to come back 
to her home in Savannah, GA.  Sr. Kelly went on 
to explain that she was then hired to teach part 
time at Benedictine Military School and substi-
tuted at St. Vincent’s Academy. She also said that 
she had contacted The Sisters of Mercy Vocation 
Minister and began volunteering at St. Mary’s 
Community Center, a Sisters of Mercy neighbor-

hood outreach for low income families.
Sr. Kelly joyfully told everyone that towards 

the end of the summer of 2014, she had been ap-
proved as a candidate and would leave for St. 

Louis to live in community with the Sisters of 
Mercy. She laughingly shared that her only re-
quest would be to NOT work in health care. Upon 
her arrival she prepared for her ministry at the 
Mercy hospital for the next two years. “Guess 
what?” she said, “I LOVED it!!”

Sr. Kelly was happy to share that she was re-
ceived into the Sisters of Mercy Novitiate for her 
Canonical year and certainly came out more con-
templative than when she went in. A#er her year 
in the Novitiate she le# for Biloxi to begin her 
Apostolic Ministry in parish life at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church.  “It was a mutual decision with 
her Community,” she said, “to stay in the area and 
begin teaching at St. Patrick Catholic School,” 
where she will return next year as well.
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