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Baptisms  Arrangements should be made in advance. 

Confessions  Fridays:  4:00 to 5:00 pm 

Saturdays: 11:00 am to 11:45 am  

Also by request at other times. 

Weddings 

Arrangements should be made at least four months in 

advance. Participation in a marriage preparation 

program is required. Please call parish office for more 

information. 

Anointing of the Sick By request for those who are seri-

ously ill. 

 

 

 

 

Rector - Very Rev. J. Gerard Schreck, JCD 

In Residence - Msgr. William O’Neill, Rector Emeritus 

In Residence - Rev. Tom Peyton 

Permanent Deacon - Rev. Dr. Dewain E. Smith 

Director of Music -  Dr. Paul Thornock 

Director of Religious Education - Mrs. Janee Przybyl 

Bookkeeper/Admin. Assistant - Ms. Jan Cunningham 

Office Assistant - Mrs. Brenda Price 

Maintenance - Mr. Jimmy Joseph Sheehan III 

Housekeeper/Food Services- Ms. Alma Young 

Docents - Mrs. Peggy Baker 

  Mrs. Gloria Keane 
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Rector’s Corner 
“THIS TOO SHALL PASS” 

 

 Hello Cathedral Parishioners! I take this opportunity to write to you, via email, just to say 
“hello” and to assure you that you are all in our prayers here at the Cathedral Rectory! I especially 
want to let our “seniors” know that we are praying for you and for your good health. This is a scary 
time. Perhaps not since the yellow fever epidemic of the 1850’s has the Church in Georgia faced 
such a problem. Last Sunday at the Cathedral, at the Mass which was livestreamed, Fr. Michael Ka-
vanaugh preached and reminded us all of the wonderful words of St. Teresa of Avila: “Let nothing 
trouble you, let nothing make you afraid. All things pass away. God never changes. Patience ob-
tains everything. God alone is enough.” 
 

 As a result of the Mayor’s order to “shelter-in-place” the Cathedral will be closed until the 
8th of April. We will assess the situation accordingly after that date. Archbishop Hartmayer has di-
rected the Priests and Parishes of the Diocese to plan not to celebrate public liturgies for Holy Week 
and Easter.  Those liturgies will be celebrated at the Cathedral by the Archbishop and the Priests of 
the Cathedral, and will be available via livestream for our parishioners and for the whole Diocese of 
Savannah. I encourage you to set aside time to watch them, via livestream, and participate in them. 
The schedule is as follows: 
 

 Sunday, April 5th, Palm Sunday Mass – 10:00 AM. 
 Tuesday, April 7th, Mass of the Chrism – 7:00 PM. 
 Thursday, April 9th, Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 7:00 PM. 
 Friday, April 10th, Liturgy of the Passion - 12:00 PM. 
 Friday, April 10th, Stations of the Cross – 3:00 PM. 
 Saturday, April 11th, Easter Vigil Mass – 8:30 PM. 
 Sunday, April 12th, Easter Sunday Mass – 10:00 AM. 
 
 I would also encourage everyone to pray the prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe, which has 
been provided by the US Conference of Bishops, for assistance and healing during this time of pan-
demic. It is included in the bulletin today. I also recommend praying the Rosary with your family 
during these days. Although we are not able to hear confessions during this time, I encourage every-
one, as the Holy Father and Archbishop Hartmayer have said, to confess one’s sins with genuine 
sorrow to God and to make a sincere act of contrition, and to resolve to seek confession as soon as 
the circumstances will allow.  
 

 Finally, I know that everyone is suffering because of the downturn of the economy, loss of 
jobs and loss of income. But if you are able to give, as you always do so generously, please remem-
ber the Cathedral. Our revenue has been reduced substantially and we will have difficulty paying 
the regular bills and the payroll. Please send or mail in your envelopes and regular contributions! 
The online giving is a wonderful option. Just go to www.savannahcathedral.org  and click on the 
green button for online giving.  You can sign up to give automatically.  If you have any problems 
signing up, you can email Brenda at cathedralextra@aol.com. 
 

 Although the Parish Office is closed at this time, please don’t hesitate to call at 912-233-
4709 if you have any questions or particular needs. May God bless you during these difficult days 
and grant you his peace. 
 

Rev. J. Gerard Schreck 
Rector 

http://www.savannahcathedral.org


La Pieta Finally Inside the Cathedral after 57 years 
 

According to an article published in the Savannah Evening Press on July 30, 1963, the 
Telfair Academy of Arts and Sciences gave a 1,000 pound marble statue of the Crucified 
Christ, cradled in the arms of the Madonna, similar to the famed “Pieta” by Michelangelo, to 
Cathedral of St. John the Baptist. 
 

The three foot high, half ton work of art, was executed in Florence in 1856 by Italian 
sculptor Domenico Menconi, who was known for religious figure carved marble sculp-
ture. It was brought to Amer ica by cotton merchant Char les Green, who built and re-
sided in the well-known Savannah mansion, the Green-Meldrim House located on Madison 
Square. 
 

Since the statue was in the Green Mansion during the Civil War, it was no doubt viewed by 
General William Tecumseh Sherman during his sojourn in Savannah, when he stayed in the 
house. In his book, “Sherman’s March,” the author Burke Davis, seems to confirm this when 
he describes the Green Mansion as one of the city’s most striking houses, “a blend of Geor-
gian and Victorian Gothic, with battlements, a cast-iron porch and stained-glass windows, 
it’s rooms filled with Italian sculpture and European canvases.” 
 

It became part of the collection of the Telfair Acade-
my of Arts and Sciences around the turn of the cen-
tury, when the statue was given to the museum by 
Charles Green’s daughter. And in the 1960s, at the 
suggestion of his granddaughter, that “La Pieta be 
placed in a more religious setting where it could be 
better seen”, it was donated to the Cathedral. Ac-
cepted on behalf of the Cathedral by Rector, Rt. 
Rev. Msgr. T. James McNamara, unfortunately the 
statue was placed on the 2nd floor of the Rectory 
and has not been widely viewed for the past 57 
years. 
 

Earlier this week it was moved into the Cathedral 
where it will finally “be in a more religious setting 
where it could be better seen.” It was placed on the 
left side of the entry to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Chapel across from the painting of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel, which is next to the Annunciation 
stained glass window. These beautiful works of art 
create a holy tableaux of the role of Mary, the Moth-
er of God, in Jesus’ life. She was with Him when He 
came into this world as well as at the end of His life 
when He was crucified, died and was buried. 
 

Many thanks to Jackson Walker of Sea Island 
Bonded Storage and his crew Brian Tippen and 
Kendrick Green plus Omar Elkhalidi and Jimmy 
Sheehan for making this happen.   
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Mass Intentions for the week  
of  March 29, 2020 

 
 
 

 
SUNDAY 
 

 
 

 

 
MONDAY 
 

 
 

TUESDAY 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 
 
 

 
THURSDAY 
 
 
 

FRIDAY 
 
 

 
SATURDAY 

Pro Populo 
William Thomas Duffy 
Anna Chuc Nguyen 
Poor Souls in Purgatory 
 
Intentions of Patrick Eng 
Anna Chuc Nguyen 
 
Gertrude Boland 
David Ferraro 
 
Intentions of Joanne Johansen 
Anna Chuc Nguyen 
 
 
 
 
 
Barbara DeBerardinis 
 
 
 
John Thang Dang 

 Please Pray For: Penelope Alberts, Ed Arbo, Nancy 
Bachner, Lola Bacon, Mabel Barba, Gerry and Maureen 
Barlein, Randy Beckle, Wendy Beiner, Cynthia Blaschke, 
Steve Blaschke, Doris Boring, Mike Bowers, Bill Boyle,   
Bourke Cannon, Michael Cavanagh, Lori Clarke, Aaron 
Shane Conner, Stephen Corcoran, Joan Coules, Donna 
Cox, Carlton Dowdy, Patrick Duffy, Eileen and Bill Dun-
lop, Mary Dunn, Erin Dunning, Kristin Ensley, Chris Fer-
nandez,  Lance Gambrell,  Richard Hamel, David Hamp-
ton, Ryan Helmes, Walter Hobbs Harmon, Willie and 
Marguerite Horton, Matt Hunter, Patricia Jarrell,  Billy 
Kearney, Suzanne Kearney, James Krembs, Andrew Ky-
sylia, Susan Spillane Lai, William Leach, Virginia Logan, 
Lee Marmarus, Hugh Markowsky, Fr. Jeremiah McCar-
thy, Gayle McGhee, Stuart Meisenzthal, Eddie Mizelle, 

Brian Murphy, Cindy Doolan Murphy, Josephine Nas-
worthy, Jenna Nobles, USMC Derek Perez, Joy Povec, 
Jeffrey Powell, Laura Pruitt, Tina Sanders, Tyler Smith, 
Fr. Andrew Strutzierri, Jan Wilson, and Larson Zekas. 

 

As we enter this final 
week before Holy Week 
the narrative of Jesus’ 
life on earth builds to a 

climax.  In the Gospels of 
the last two weeks, Jesus 
gave water to those wo 

thirsted and light to 
those who could not see.  

Water and light are  
essentials of life. Today 
we hear Jesus giving life  
itself to someone who has 
died.  The giver of water 
and light is also the giver 

of life itself.  Let us 
thank God for the gift of 
our Savior as we prepare 
for the final two weeks 

of Lent. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi2pOL1kc_TAhVGxyYKHd-lALoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.acclaimclipart.com%2Farttoday_pages%2Fclip_art%2Fholy_cross_030316004757.html&psig=AFQjCNGzkYs-B9x8wJjyZjAjMD


 March 29, 2020                            Fifth Sunday of Lent                           Page  11 

Social Apostolate  
Still Feeding the Homeless! 

Due to the public health emergency declared by Governor Brian Kemp and the CDC recom-
mendation to limit gatherings to 10 people or less, we have had to make some changes here at 
the Social Apostolate.  Effective immediately, the thrift store is closed for sales.  Donations of 
clothing and household items will not be accepted.  For now, the Crisis Intervention Office 
and Shower Program will remain open, but clients will be seen by appointment only.  Please 
contact us (912) 233-1877 to schedule an appointment.. 
 
Although we are no longer able to serve meals in our dining room, we would still like to 
continue to feed the homeless of downtown Savannah by providing them with a bag of 
food they can use to prepare lunch at their campsite, but we need your help!... 
 
We are in need of sliced bread, peanut butter, canned tuna, canned soup, canned spaghetti or 
ravioli, crackers, peanuts, and bottles of water.  Donations of food can be dropped off at the 
Social Apostolate Monday – Friday 8:30 – 4:00 PM. 
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Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, 
Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas. We fly to you 
today as your beloved children. We ask you to intercede for us 
with your Son, as you did at the 
wedding in Cana.  
 

Pray for us, loving Mother, and 
gain for our nation and world, 
and for all our families and loved 
ones, the protection of your holy 
angels, that we may be spared 
the worst of this illness.  
 

For those already afflicted, we 
ask you to obtain the grace of 
healing and deliverance. Hear 
the cries of those who are vul-
nerable and fearful, wipe away 
their tears and help them to trust.  
 

In this time of trial and testing, 
teach all of us in the Church to 
love one another and to be pa-
tient and kind. Help us to bring 
the peace of Jesus to our land 
and to our hearts.  
 

We come to you with confidence, knowing that you truly are our 
compassionate mother, health of the sick and cause of our joy.  
 

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, keep us in the em-
brace of your arms, help us always to know the love of your Son, 
Jesus.   Amen.  




