
 

222 East Harris Street, Savannah, Georgia 31401 - Located at Abercorn and East Harris Streets 
Most Reverend Stephen D. Parkes — Bishop of Savannah 

Most Reverend J. Kevin Boland — Bishop Emeritus 

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9:00 to 5:00 ۰  Phone: (912)233-4709  Fax: (912)233-8229  ۰ E-mail: office@savannahcathedral.org 
۰  Cathedral Website: www.savannahcathedral.org ۰  Cathedral Music: music@savannahcathedral.org 

Saturday: 12 Noon & 5:30 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & 11:30 am 
Latin Mass 1:00 pm 
Weekdays: Mon thru Fri: 7:30 am & 12Noon 
Holy Days: 7:30 am, 12 Noon, 6:00 pm 
Nursery:  Open For 10:00 AM Mass 
 

 
 
 
Baptisms  Arrangements should be made in advance. 
Confessions  Fridays:  4:00 to 5:00 pm 
Saturdays: 11:00  to 11:45 am  and  4:15  to 5:00 pm 
Also by request at other times. 
Weddings 
Arrangements should be made at least four months in 
advance. Participation in a marriage preparation 
program is required. Please call parish office for more 
information. 
Anointing of the Sick By request for those who are seriously 
ill. 

Children’s Religious Ed  Classes Begin in September 

R. C. I. A. Tuesdays - Classes Begin in September  

 

 

 
 
Rector - Very Rev. J. Gerard Schreck, JCD 
Parochial Vicar - Rev. Andrew Larkin 
In Residence - Msgr. William O’Neill, Rector Emeritus 
In Residence - Rev. Tom Peyton 
Permanent Deacon - Rev. Dr. Dewain E. Smith 
Director of Music -  Dr. Paul Thornock 
Director of Religious Education - Mrs. Janee Przybyl 
Bookkeeper/Admin. Assistant - Ms. Jan Cunningham 
Office Assistant - Mrs. Brenda Price 
Maintenance - Mr. Jimmy Joseph Sheehan III 
Housekeeper/Food Services- Ms. Alma Young 
Docents - Mrs. Peggy Baker 
  Mrs. Gloria Keane 
 

Parish Staff 

Sacraments 

Faith Formation 

Cathedral Basilica of Saint John the Baptist 

 

Mass Schedule 

Photo by Mary Clark Rechtiene 















Rector’s Corner 
 

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
BLESSED MOTHER 

 
 This year we have the privilege of celebrating the Solemnity of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Mother on Sunday, because August 15th happens to fall on a Sunday in 2021.    
 

 This Feast of Mary speaks to us about our own eternal destiny, and the dignity of our 
mortal bodies. Because Mary had been chosen by God to be the mother of the Savior, Jesus 
Christ, at the end of her life her body did not undergo the corruption of the grave. She was 
simply taken, body and soul, to heaven and eternal life. In the Eastern Church, this Feast was 
called the “Dormition” of Mary. At the end of her earthly life she simply “went to sleep” and 
was assumed into heaven. When our lives on earth have come to an end and we die, our bod-
ies (or our cremains) should be reverently buried in the earth or in a crypt or mausoleum, to 
await the final judgment. At that time, our souls will be reunited with our bodies (now glori-
fied bodies) for eternal life with God. In other words, the gift that Mary received immediately 
upon the end of her earthly life, we will receive after a period of waiting. She received this 
grace by saying “yes” to God’s will. We receive it by the sanctifying grace of Baptism. While 
we live, we strive to say “yes” to God’s will, to obey the commandments, to be charitable and 
merciful, and to care for the temple of the body, which will one day be glorified. 
 

 In 1950 Pope Pius XII solemnly proclaimed the Assumption of Mary as dogma of the 
Catholic faith. He did so, after consulting the Bishops around the world, asking what they be-
lieved concerning the end of Mary’s life and her Assumption into heaven. At a Mass in St. 
Peter’s Basilica, this dogma was proclaimed infallibly, and there were many Bishops from 
throughout the world present. In the vestibule of St. Peter’s Basilica (which is quite large) 
there is a plaque on one of the walls of the entrance way. It contains the names of those Bish-
ops who were present that day for the proclamation. At the bottom of the list is inscribed the 
name of Archbishop Gerald P. O’Hara, Bishop of Savannah-Atlanta. At that time our Diocese 
was hyphenated to include the rapidly growing region of Atlanta. It is good for us to know 
that the faith of Catholics in Georgia and our connection to the universal Church was af-
firmed that day as the Holy Father and the Catholic Church honored the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 

Rev. J. Gerard Schreck 
Rector 
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Mass Intentions for the week  
of  August 15, 2021 

 
 
 

 
SUNDAY 
 

 
 

 
 
MONDAY 
 

 

 
TUESDAY 
 
 

 

WEDNESDAY 
 
 

 
THURSDAY 
 
 
FRIDAY 
 
 
SATURDAY 

Pro Populo 
Intentions of Joan Cline 
Intentions of Carlos Martinez 
Bill Wade (Anni) 
 
John Thang Dang 
Gilbert Laird (Anni) 
 
Patricia M. Lopata 
Sheila Regan 

 
Intentions of William Cline 
Margaret Harrison 
 
Intentions of Joan Cline 
Esther Rolph 
 

David Rolph 
Poor Souls in Purgatory 
 

Intentions of Margaret Creane 
Brown 

 

Please Pray For: Ed Arbo, Carmen M. Ayers, 
Nancy Bachner, Lola Bacon, Mabel Barba,  Jeff 
Bashus, Randy Beckle, Wendy Beiner, Cynthia 
Blaschke, Steve Blaschke, Doris Boring, Mike 
Bowers, Lane Carter,  Joan Cline, Austin Cook, 
Joan Coules, Donna Cox, Hallie G. Davis,  
Natalie Deriso,  Joan Devlin, Carlton Dowdy, 
Patrick Duffy, Eileen and Bill Dunlop, Erin  
Dunning, Lance Gambrell, David Hampton, 
Jackie Heller, Ryan Helmes, Matt Hunter,  
Patricia Jarrell,  Kathleen Kalagvano, David 
Kennedy, Susan Spillane Lai, Shannon  
Lancaster, William Leach, Virginia Logan,   
Lee Marmarus, Gayle McGhee,   Brian Murphy,  
Cindy Doolan, Josephine  Nasworthy, Barbara 
Paolucci, Jeffrey Powell, Tina Sanders, Nicholas 
Scott, James Shay, Rick Shay, C.J. Stickle,  
Linda Stickle, Tyler Smith, Carol Thieme,  
Don Thieme, and  Jan Wilson.  

Every so often a solemnity 
like the Assumption falls on 

a Sunday, giving more  
prominence to this special 

feast of Mary.  At the end of 
her earthly life God drew 
Mary home, assuming her  

into heaven where she would 
reign as queen until the end 
of time.  From the beginning 
of her life on earth, when she 
was immaculately conceived, 

until the end, the Blessed 
Virgin Mary conformed her 
life to God’s will.  Let us 

look to her as a model as we 
endeavor to discern God’s 

will for us. 

Flowers on the Blessed 
Mother Altar are in 

Memory of  
Margaret A. Peyton 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi2pOL1kc_TAhVGxyYKHd-lALoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.acclaimclipart.com%2Farttoday_pages%2Fclip_art%2Fholy_cross_030316004757.html&psig=AFQjCNGzkYs-B9x8wJjyZjAjMD


Children’s Religious Education 
(CRE) 

The primary responsibility for spiritual growth 
of children rests with their parents. Other peo-
ple share that responsibility but parents do not 

relinquish it. The Children's 
Religious Education Program 
at the Cathedral is dedicated 
to assist parents in the faith 
formation of their children to 
make them life-long disciples 
of Jesus. CRE classes meet 
throughout the school year on 
Sunday mornings from 8:45 to 

9:50 AM The children are taught to believe and 
trust in a loving God with age-appropriate in-
struction in Catholic doctrine. Our religious ed-
ucation is designed for children five years old 
to 9th grade, including sacramental preparation 
for the Eucharist, Reconciliation and Confirma-
tion, by dedicated catechists in a safe and car-
ing environment. Registration begins in Sep-
tember. More details to come in next few 
weeks. 
 

Adult Religious Education (RCIA) 
Each year we offer Instructions in the Catholic 
Faith for anyone who might want to become a 
Catholic. We will begin our classes on Tuesday 
evening, August 24th, from 7:00-8:00 PM, in 
the Parish Hall. We will meet each week for  
approximately one hour or so and cover the es-
sentials of the Catholic faith. Usually there are 
about 15-20 persons who gather to read, study 
and discuss the Catholic faith. The classes will 
be led by our Priests and Deacon, and a few 
trained laypersons.  
These classes will be for those who have never 
been baptized, or for those who have been 
raised in another Christian denomination, and 
those Catholics who have never been prepared 
for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy 
Communion, or Confirmation.   
Please call the Church Office at 912-233-4709 
and ask for Deacon Dewain Smith in order to  
register.  

Protecting Our Youth 
Over the last year, many parish ministries were 
“inactive” due to the pandemic.  If you are now 
returning to volunteer in a ministry you must en-
sure you are up-to-date on your Safe Environment 
Compliance.  Please call the Church Office at 912-
233-4709 to ensure your status. 
 

Diocesan policy requires ALL employees and vol-
unteers (age 18 and up) to be Safe Environment 
Compliant.  This means he/she receive VIRTUS 
Protecting God’s Children for Adults training, un-
dergo a background check, and read and 
acknowledge a Code of Conduct in advance of em-
ployment or volunteering ministry.  A five-year 
training refresher is required for all active volun-
teers/employees, and certain roles require monthly 
training bulletins. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Joan Alt-
meyer, Director Safe Environment at 912-201-
4074, or call Brenda in the Church Office at 912-
277-4709.  You can also find many answers at:   
diosav.org/offices/child-and-youth-protection 
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Cathedral     
Flowers  

“You Must Smell   
the Lemon Zest” 
“Lemon Zest" potpourri  
and sachets are back once again!  A delight-
ful  blend of lemon scented florals and botanicals 
is especially pleasant in the kitchen and bath.  
Purchase at the docent desk inside the church or 
online. For special orders with office pickup, 
email caflowers.19@gmail.com.   
 

 Cathedral  Ornaments 
Cathedral Ornaments depict different stained 
glass windows throughout the church.  They are 
available for purchase at the docent desk or 
online at www.savannahcathedral.org. Ornaments 
are $20 each.   

https://diosav.org/offices/child-and-youth-protection
mailto:caflowers.19@gmail.com
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CATHEDRAL PARISH OFFERTORY 
9 

Offertory for Aug 8, 2021: $27,459.65 
Offertory for Aug 9, 2020: $22,019.00 

 

CATHEDRAL TOURIST BOX 
Week Prior to Aug 8, 2021: $7,009.00 

  Week Prior to Aug 9, 2020: $2,3245.00 

Family Video Contest 
Celebrating the Year of the Family 

Grand Prize is a Weekend on Tybee Island  
(October 8-11, 2021) 

Create a video that depicts how your family 
lives out its Catholic faith at home.  Must be 
under five minutes.  Submission period is June 
1st through September 8th.  For complete con-
test rules and video submission, pleas visit 
www.diosav.org/offices/family-life.   

New Parishioners and Address Changes 
Anyone wishing to become a parishioner of 
the Cathedral Basilica can complete the 
following, cut out and drop it in the offer-
tory collection basket. A census form will 
be mailed to you to be completed and 
mailed back.  You can also let us know if 
your address has changed.                           

  

New Parishioner  / Change of Address  
 

Name  
________________________________________                                                                                     
 
Address   _______________________________       
 
________________________________________ 
                                                                
Telephone Number  _________________________ 
 

You may go to www.savannahcathedral.org   
to fill out a census form online. 


