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SEPTEMBER 2022 The Angels Return to 
the Cathedral Basilica!



The first week of April 2022 ushered in a new era of the 
Cathedral Basilica’s artistry as the installation of the 
Musical Angels began. The shining new Musical An-
gels are on three panels positioned on the walls beneath 
the large stained-glass windows in the apse of the Ca-
thedral. Painted on canvas in the studio of the Conrad 
Schmidt Company in Wisconsin, the artists placed the 
new angels on the walls of the Cathedral. Mr. Stoycho 
Stoykov was the Lead Artist for the murals. Addition-
ally, Mr. Joshua Bleger, was the Decorative Foreman for 
the job. The Conrad Schmidt Company restored the 
murals and other decorative paintings in the Cathedral 
during the 1999-2000 restoration project.

Some parishioners may remember the original angels as 
they adorned the apse until the early 1960’s. The orig-
inal angels vanished during a restoration effort in the 
early 1960’s. It is likely the angels suffered water damage 
from the large stained-glass windows above them.
The original angels were completed in 1912 under the 
direction of Christopher Murphy, a Cathedral parish-
ioner and noted Savannah artist. In a previous issue of 
Twin Spires, Peter Paolucci described the process of 
decorating the Cathedral with murals, including the 
original angels.

Murphy commissioned Paul Gutsche, an artist, to 
execute the oil paintings for the Cathedral. Murphy 

personally planned and directed the mural development 
and placement. and decorating the Cathedral. A team of 
artists in New York painted these renaissance-style pieces 

in eight months. The murals were later installed in the 
Cathedral, on Pentecost Sunday, May 19, 1912. 

The installation of the original angels and murals com-
pleted a 14-year effort of extensive decoration and art-
work of the Cathedral’s interior. 

The new angels are replicas of the Musical Angels of 
the Renaissance painter Fra Angelico, which are on the 
Linaioli Tabernacle in the Monastery of San Marco in 
Florence, Italy. We are grateful to our generous donors 
– Louise M. Ganem, Hatme and Ingrid El-Khalidi and 
the Gretsch Family Fund.

The Musical Angels Return!

Christopher Murphy
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View of original angels - 
Diocese of Savannah Archives

Procession from Mass, circa 1950, 
with Most Reverend Gerald P. O’Hara - 
Diocese of Savannah Archives

Workers painting over the 
original murals - 

Diocese of Savannah Archives

The Cathedral walls without any murals -
Diocese of Savannah Archives
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Workers installing the new Angel Murals

The New Musical Angels



Friends of Cathedral Music - 2022-2023 Season
The Friends of Cathedral Music is committed to 
bringing the finest in liturgical music to our parish, 
the Catholic community, and the greater community 
of Savannah. Each year the Friends host a series of 
concerts that features the musicians you hear each 
Sunday, plus our local partners, including members of 
the Savannah Philharmonic, and visiting artists from 
abroad. 

These concerts explore the great works belonging to 
our vast Catholic musical heritage. This great music, 
fine musicians, and the beauty of the Cathedral com-
bine for an event rarely experienced anywhere else in

the United States. The concerts are not entertainment; 
they are evangelization! After every concert, I meet 
people who tell me that they have never been in the 
Cathedral prior to the concert. Many of them have 
never been in a Catholic church. And they’ve never 
experienced music like this before. We are evangelizing 
through beauty.

Members of the Friends of Cathedral Music also 
receive benefits, like free tickets for some events and 
discounted tickets for others. The most appealing part 
of being a member of the Friends of Cathedral Music is 
a guaranteed seat for the annual (sold-out!) Christmas 
concert.

The Upcoming Season

As a way of thanking our supporters, this year’s series 
opens with an exclusive concert for members, followed 
by a reception on the plaza. The Cathedral Choral 
scholars have chosen the program themselves from 
among their favorite pieces.

The Three Choirs Festival in October will be a treat 
for those who measure their pleasure in decibels. The 
choirs of Wesley Monumental United Methodist, 
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Christ Church Anglican, and the Cathedral Basilica will 
join with the Cathedral Brass for an unforgettable eve-
ning.  Each choir will also sing two pieces alone and 
everyone present will have a chance to sing the great 
hymns of the church with the combined forces.

The much-anticipated Vienna Boys Choir concert will 
finally take place on October 30. They will sing a var-
ied program from their vast repertoire. Members of the 
Friends of Cathedral Music will have access to advance 
and discounted tickets for this concert.

Each year, the Christmas at the Cathedral concert is 
sold-out and has become one of Savannah’s annual tra-
ditions. The Cathedral Choir and Cathedral Brass will 
perform settings of famous carols in the fully decorated 
Cathedral. This beautiful evening culminates in every-
one singing Silent Night by candlelight.

The Four Organists concert in January will be an oppor-
tunity to experience the varied styles of the organists of 
Independent Presbyterian, Wesley Monumental, Christ 
Church Episcopal, and the Cathedral. 

Those who enjoyed the Mozart Requiem last season will 
not want to miss the February performance of Duruflé’s 
Requiem and the Rheinberger Organ Concerto. Both 
pieces require large musical forces and present technical 
challenges for the players and singers. Joseph Adam, or-
ganist of the Seattle Symphony, will play the Noack or-
gan. Members of the Savannah Philharmonic will join 
the Cathedral Choir for this special event.

We have a season of exceptional music in store. I hope 
you will be part of it. If you would like to join the Friends 
of Cathedral Music, visit www.savannahcathedral.org/
music or pick up a brochure in the Cathedral after Mass.

See you at the concerts!

Friends of Cathedral Music 2022/23 Season

September 25 - 5 p.m. | Donor Concert

October 16 - 5 p.m. | Three Choirs Festival

October 30 - 5 p.m. | Vienna Boys Choir

December 18 - 5 p.m. | Christmas at the Cathedral

January 22 - 5 p.m. |  The Four Organists

February 19 - 5 p.m.  | Durufle Requiem &  
Rheinberger Organ Concerto
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In Memoriam

After over 54 years of priestly service, Reverend Mon-
signor William Oliver O’Neill, a priest of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Savannah, passed away in Ireland 
on Friday, October 29, 2021, following a brief illness. 
Msgr. O’Neill served as pastor of the Cathedral Basili-
ca for 17 years, from 1996 until his retirement in 2013. 
In 1998, Monsignor oversaw the extensive 2-year ren-
ovation of the Cathedral, which involved the removal, 
cleaning and re-leading of over fifty stained glass win-
dows, the replacement of the slate roof and the resto-
ration of the interior in keeping with the architectural 
integrity of the building. Completed in November 2000, 
the Diocese celebrated its 150th anniversary and the 
100th anniversary of the Cathedral’s rededication in 
1900. In a special retirement issue of Twin Spires, then 
editor Peter Paolucci said about Msgr. O’Neill, “He’s 
Irish. He’s very funny. He has a love of history and old 
buildings. And he’s a dedicated pastor and priest.” Msgr. 
O’Neill was buried in his native Ireland on Saturday, 
November 6, 2021. He is missed by our parish, his fam-
ily, and many friends.

“Well done, good and 
faithful servant.” 
Matthew 25:21

Brother Robert Francis Sokolowski passed away on 
May 19, 2022, in Savannah, Georgia at the age of 80. He 
served as Master of Ceremonies and Pastoral Assistant 
from 1989 until his retirement in 2010. He was instru-
mental in the decorating of the Cathedral Basilica for 
Christmas each year.

Monsignor William O’Neill

Brother Robert Sokolowski

In Paradisum deducant te Angeli in tuo adventu suscipiant te Martyres
et perducant te in civitatem sanctam Jerusalem.

Chorus Angelorum te suscipiant et cum Lazaro quondam paupere
aeternam habeas requiem.
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